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Aiducation.
Mohamad Dbaibo grew up in Saudi Arabia, but he 
knew AUB well as the university that his father “loved 
very much.” “He always spoke highly of AUB’s quality 
education and wanted nothing more than for me and my 
siblings to have the same quality of education that he 
had.” Dbaibo worked hard to get accepted to AUB and,  
he says, “even harder to get my bachelor’s in agricultural 
engineering.” He especially enjoyed the year he spent at 
the Advancing Research Enabling Communities Center 
(AREC) in the Beqaa Valley, which he described as “truly 
an unforgettable experience.” 

Like so many people in Lebanon, Dbaibo and his family 
have been affected by the economic and financial 
collapse, but, he says, “we will never give up, thanks to 
the values of strength, commitment, and positivity that 
my dear father has taught us.” 

Dbaibo is also grateful for the scholarship support that 
he receives from the Transmed Scholarship and the 
FAFS 50th Anniversary Graduate Student Endowed Fund. 
“The struggles we are facing are not only financial, but 
psychological as well. In times like these, I am really 
overwhelmed by how people are helping each other in 
these difficult times. Without this support, our situation 
would be far worse.”

To speak to someone about supporting financial aid, contact us at giving@aub.edu.lb or make a gift at give.aub.edu.lb
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At commencement this year, 
I addressed the first class since the 
summer of 2019 to have the privilege of 
being on the magnificent Green Field 
with their parents seated behind them. 
Most were about to leave AUB, but as 
I pointed out, AUB will never truly 
leave them. 

These students have exceled--reviving 
student life on campus, contesting 
student elections, holding music 
concerts, and winning top prizes in 
international sports competitions and 
global Model United Nations contests. 
A stunning 85 percent of our medical 
graduates match at highly competitive 
residency programs in the United 
States at the first two times of asking, 
our graduates continue to get into the 
best firms, masters and PhD programs 
in the world, and to win prizes for 
innovation and for courage. As I told 
last year’s class and repeated this year, 
“You are our good news for the world, 
our hope for the better days to come.” 

Since I first challenged all of us at 
AUB to become more intellectually 
accomplished than we are 
economically elite, we have almost 
trebled the number of students on full 

scholarships, with almost a quarter 
of our community enjoying that 
privilege this last academic year, the 
highest number on record for fifty 
years. In the Lebanese parliamentary 
elections of May 15, 2022, seven AUB 
faculty members from four faculties 
stood as candidates, all conducting 
themselves with courage, integrity, 
and equipoise. In five years since 
restoring tenure to AUB for the first 
time in 33 years, 200 faculty members 
have earned this vital protection of 
academic excellence. 

And as I told our new graduates, the 
ties that bind them to AUB are far more 
tensile than they might imagine. I also 
reminded them that time is ephemeral, 
but that as the Reverend Martin Luther 
King stated in 1968 at the National 
Cathedral in Washington, DC just a 
few weeks before he was assassinated: 
“The arc of the moral universe bends 
towards justice.” For many of them, 
the arc may seem imperceptible, 
but I am confident they will learn 
over time that it indeed bends 
inexorably toward justice. It is vital 
to acknowledge that justice on earth 
does not occur absent effort. We must 
all contribute to bending the arc of 

that moral universe in the direction of 
social and environmental justice. 

Anne Brontë published two novels 
in her short life. In Agnes Grey, she 
speaks about human resilience: 
“The ties that bind us to life are 
tougher than you imagine, or 
than anyone can who has not felt 
how roughly they may be pulled 
without breaking.”

All of us living in Lebanon these past 
few years have felt near the breaking 
point. But by sticking together and 
sticking up for each other, by holding 
fast to the “ties that bind,” we can 
weather any storm.

Undoubtedly, our graduates will 
face further challenges, but they 
will not face them alone. They have 
built deep and binding ties to the 
American University of Beirut and its 
community, both here and abroad. 
More than 75,000 alumni and legions 
of friends and allies of this university 
await, ready to help them forge their 
own personal paths. They too savor 
the ties that bind. 

Fadlo R. Khuri 

Views from Campus

Dear MainGate readers, 

This issue looks at how the American University of Beirut has been shaping our world—
then and now—and delivering on the promise of abundance laid out in the university’s 
motto, which inspired the mural featured on our front cover.

Starting in 1921, women students at AUB were empowered to seek and find a more 
abundant life through higher education. They, in turn, emboldened future generations of 
women to seek and discover the same. A century on, the university continues to inspire 
and empower young men and women not only to seek abundance in their own lives but to 
realize a better, more equitable, and more inclusive future for all. 

The university’s bold trajectory continues with a new global vision. One that positions this 
historic institution to become more diverse, impactful, and sustainable. While remaining 
firmly rooted in our eternal home in Beirut, these efforts include opening a twin campus 
in Pafos, Cyprus, along with a plethora of other initiatives, including an ever-growing and 
diverse roster of online degree and certificate programs.

MainGate delves into these momentous stories but also the little ones that make up the life 
and heart of this institution. The resumption of a bountiful campus life has reinvigorated 
us. Traditions like the Big Games returned, as well as art exhibits, lecture series, and 
concerts in Assembly Hall. Meet our students who are competing on the world stage, a staff 
member who has helped make AUB more accessible, and our hero doctors and nurses who 
chose to stay and serve. 

AUB and its vibrant community are making a difference and helping to fulfil the promise 
of abundance this university was founded upon. Now in particular, these stories show that 
there are many rays of light and reasons to rejoice. Just look at the beaming faces of our 
graduating students, and you will know that there is much hope, love, and laughter on this 
campus still, and for that we are forever grateful.

It is a joy and an honor to be serving as the new executive editor of MainGate along with 
new managing editor, Najib Chowdhury. We welcome your thoughts and comments.

Jennifer Muller, Executive Editor

Inbox

The pages of MainGate are printed on 100 percent postconsumer fiber paper and the cover is 30 percent. It is printed using web offset 
process with attention to clean-air operations. Lane Press gets 98 percent of its electricity from sources other than greenhouse  
gas-producing carbon fuel. Inks are bio-derived and low in volatile organic compounds.

Please recycle this magazine. If you prefer to subscribe to the online version of MainGate, please email maingate@aub.edu.lb

AUB is committed to the principle of equal opportunity and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, age, national or 
ethnic identity, sex, gender or gender identity, marital status, disability, genetic predisposition or carrier status, alienage or citizenship 
status, political affiliation, or any legally protected characteristic, in its programs and activities to the fullest extent permitted by 
Lebanese law. This includes prohibition against sexual harassment and sexual violence as mandated by Title IX of the U.S. Education 
Amendments of 1972. Inquiries or complaints may be addressed to the Title IX Coordinator at integrityofficer@aub.edu.lb, the Dean of 
Student Affairs at sao@aub.edu.lb, or the Office of the President, College Hall, Beirut, Lebanon, +961-1-350000.  
For AUB’s full policies, visit www.aub.edu.lb/titleix.  
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The Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arab Comics Initiative has had a busy year, 
co-organizing in October 2021 the Beirut Comics Art Festival, and launching 
the extensive exhibition “The New Generation: Arab Comics Today” at Dar el 
Nimer, as well as exhibiting the 6th Mahmoud Kahil Awards 2020. In March, 
they held the (back in person) 7th Mahmoud Kahil Awards, honoring comics 
artists, cartoonists, and illustrators from across the Arab world.  
And the winners are…

This year’s honorary awards were given to the collective SkefKef (Morocco) 
for the Comics Guardian award, and Ali Mandlawi (Iraq) for the Lifetime 
Achievement award.

Editorial cartoon:  
Rafat Al Kateib (Jordan)

Graphic illustration:  
Karen Kayrouz (Lebanon)

Comics: second time winner 
Mohammad Salah (Egypt)

Children’s book illustration:  
Baraa Ahmed Al-Awoor (Gaza) for “A Chase”

Graphic novel: Barrak Rima  
(Lebanon, living in Brussels) for “In the Taxi”

Cover
Mural on Bliss St. inspired by  
the AUB motto in Arabic by artist 
Ghaleb Hawila in collaboration 
with Art of Change and AUB 
Neighborhood Initiative.  
Photo by Anas Ghaibeh.
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For the first time in its history, AUB is opening 
a twin campus outside of Lebanon, in Pafos, 
Cyprus, slated to accept students as early 
as fall 2023. At the ceremonial signing of 
the agreement on April 8, 2022, in Cyprus, 
President Fadlo Khuri cited the university’s 
VITAL 2030 plan, which the AUB Board of 
Trustees approved two years ago. “The strategic 
expansion strengthens our already deep 
roots in Lebanon while allowing us to attract 
students, faculty, and staff who are eager to 
join the AUB community but reluctant because 
of the current instability in the country.” 

In Pafos, AUB has found a regional partner 
that offers an entrée into the dynamic 
European Union. Historically, Cyprus has been 
called the crossroads of three continents, and 
Pafos, on its southwest coast, the legendary 
birthplace of Aphrodite. The city’s designation 
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site attests to the 
richness of its archaeological sites. 

Mayor of Pafos Phedon Phedonos, while 
paying tribute to the city’s known history, 
which dates back to 1200 BC, said its future 
depends on the talent and excellence of 
its citizens. Establishing a branch of the 
American University of Beirut there will 
“bring a healthy dynamism to the town,” 
he said. “The path to our future is through 
labs, libraries, and classrooms. Education is 
the best hope for our future. We are present, 
and we are now working with the best.”

President Khuri emphasized that the 
expansion does not change the fact that AUB’s 
Beirut campus will always be the university’s 

“mothership.” Students and faculty will 
even recognize in the newly designed Pafos 
campus a familiar tribute to the Green Oval, 
Main Gate, and Clock Tower from the beloved 
Beirut campus. 

FAQs about AUB Mediterraneo

CAMPUS: The initial campus will cover an 
area of approximately 10,000 square meters 
at the site of the Old Carob Mills in Pafos. 
AUB and the Municipality of Pafos are 
currently discussing adding an adjacent site of 
about 7,000 square meters. Dar Al-Handasah 
(Shair and Partners) designed the campus 
master plan, which blends the cultures of 
Lebanon and Cyprus. The design is a donation 
to AUB by AUB trustee Talal Al-Shair.

COURSES: AUB will initially offer seven 
undergraduate and graduate majors leading 
to degrees in politics, philosophy, and 
economics (BA); psychology (BS); computer 
science (BS); industrial engineering (BS); 
engineering management (MS); business 
administration–management (BBA); and 
business analytics (MS).

STUDENTS: The goal is to have 2,000 students 
enrolled at AUB Mediterraneo in 10 years.

CONNECTION TO BEIRUT: There will be 
extensive interaction between the Pafos 
and Beirut campuses in the form of student, 
faculty, and staff exchanges, collaborative 
research projects, and expanded online and 
hybrid learning opportunities.

American University of Beirut 
Mediterraneo

Lee Satterfield 
US Assistant Secretary 
of State for Educational 
and Cultural Affairs

Phedon Phedonos 
Mayor, Municipality 
of Pafos

Fadlo R. Khuri 
President, American  
University of Beirut

Nikos Anastasiades 
President, 
Republic of Cyprus

Frank Wisner 
Chair, International 
Advisory Council

Speakers at the signing ceremony 
held on April 8, 2022

A robust roster of online programs 
is an integral part of AUB’s strategic 
vision—VITAL 2030—and its efforts 
to increase the global presence and 
influence of the institution. Having 
entered nearly a decade ago the world 
of online education, with the launch 
of the online Pro-Green Diploma 
program followed by the Executive 
MBA program, the commitment from 
the university to continue in this 
direction has been put into overdrive 
during the past two years. Today, 
every AUB faculty is developing or 
already delivering a combination 
of online degrees, diplomas, 
or certificates.

Part of AUB’s mission is to serve 
multiple constituencies including its 
students, faculty, alumni, employers, 
and the surrounding community. 
Launching varied online offerings 
broadens the university’s impact and 
opens new opportunities to further 
our mission beyond Lebanon and the 
Arab region, while also strengthening 
our home base in Beirut by 
contributing to the sustainability and 
growth of the institution along with 
the surrounding community through 
job creation. 

Online programs increase the 
diversity of the student body as 
well as the faculty body. Beyond 
fully online students, on-campus 
students could take some online 
courses as part of their studies, thus 

interacting virtually with students 
from around the world. Similarly, 
AUB’s faculty can co-develop 
and co-deliver new credentials 
and degrees with a broader set of 
world-renowned academicians, 
thus further diversifying our faculty 
and providing new opportunities 
for students to learn from experts 
around the globe.

After launching the MBA Online 
in 2019, AUB’s first intentionally 
and deliberately designed and 
developed program to be delivered 
fully online, other faculties began 
developing online programs to serve 
various unmet needs in the market. 
In addition to serving a larger 
population of motivated online 
learners, online programs offer the 
opportunity for interdisciplinary 
collaboration and cooperation 
among faculties to design, develop, 
and deliver high-demand programs 
in healthcare—especially nursing 
and public health—as well as 
education, engineering, agriculture, 
and business and management.

AUB’s online offerings to date include 
graduate degree programs as well 
as several diploma and certificate 
programs, which range from 
individual short-duration courses of 
three to five days in length to degree 
programs that take up to three years. 
Some offer the option of transferring 
the credits earned to a graduate 

degree program later on. These 
mainly target older learners who want 
to advance their careers and achieve 
personal, professional, and business 
goals. Plans are also in place to target 
younger learners, with offerings such 
as high school advanced placement 
courses that could even count as 
credit toward an AUB degree. 

Closer alignment with industry has 
become a critical success factor 
for universities globally and also 
presents an area of opportunity 
in higher education. Recently at 
AUB, the Maroun Semaan Faculty 
of Engineering and Architecture 
(MSFEA) demonstrated this by 
collaborating with a company based 
in the MENA region to deliver their 
Master’s in Engineering Management 
program. This cooperative 
arrangement allowed MSFEA to 
better understand the needs and 
expectations from an industry 
perspective and tailor certain 
electives to more closely align with 
those needs. 

To experience the next generation 
of a world-class AUB education, 
peruse AUB’s online offerings, and 
enroll yourself, a family member, 
or even colleagues. 

Please check back regularly, as 
we are continually launching 
new, timely, and highly relevant 
online offerings.

Online programs:  
A vital part of AUB Global

SCAN ME

Check out AUB’s 
online programs
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Over the course of three days—June 9, 10, and 11, 2022— 
the American University of Beirut held its 153rd Commencement 
Ceremony to celebrate the graduation of 2,579 students. For the 
first time since 2019, proud parents were in attendance at the 
ceremony and the university resumed its tradition of conferring 
honorary doctorates. 

The first ceremony on June 9 was for graduate students (master’s, 
PhD, and MD degrees) and the awarding of doctorate degrees 
honoris causa to five inspiring individuals:

Ouided Bouchamaoui: Nobel Peace Prize laureate, co-founder 
of the Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet, and business 
frontrunner 
Daniel Dennett: Philosopher, cognitive scientist, educator, and 
author known for his foundational writings on consciousness, 
free will, and artificial intelligence 
Mona Hanna-Attisha: pediatrician and activist who exposed a 
child health crisis in Flint, Michigan and changed policy related 
to lead in the drinking water 
Hanna Musa Nasir: first and long-serving president of Birzeit 
University who directed its transition to a world-class university 
even while in exile 
P. Roy Vagelos: physician, scientist, and business leader who 
helped save the sight of millions in the developing world, making 
a critical drug free and accessible (he will receive his honorary 
doctorate in October at the WAAAUB Annual Alumni Convention)

Graduating with 
flying colors

 Was it easy? Oh, definitely it was not. It 
was an extraordinary journey, filled with 
hard work, several breakdowns, and many 
sacrifices. . .but what comforts me is that 
I was able to be a good role model for my 
three kids, teaching them that you can 
reach out for the stars, as they are nearer 
than you expect. 

-Amani Bayrakdar (BSN ’02, MSN ’07, PhD ’22), 
commencement student speaker on June 9
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Undergraduate degrees were conferred across two days: 
June 10 and 11, 2022.

 “Class of 2022, it feels 
bittersweet to be heading out 
into the world beyond these 
ocean waves crashing against 
the shore. Our hearts will 
remain deeply rooted in this 
vibrant community we call 
home and to which we owe  
our success. 

-Elie El Khawand (BE ’22),  
commencement student speaker on June 11

 Think back to the times you 
joined the protests, volunteered 
with AUB’s vaccination 
campaign, ran for university 
elections, voted on the 15th 

of May in the parliamentary 
elections, or any other part you 
took in something bigger than 
yourself. In every instance, you 
helped make an impact, you 
helped instigate change. 

-Julia Zaydan (BA ’22),  
commencement student speaker on June 10

Inspiration & Discovery 98



Not only did the BOLDLY AUB campaign 
continue, but it achieved its financial 
goal – and ahead of schedule: $654 
million was raised as of June 2021. 
(As of January 2022, the original end 
date for the campaign, AUB has raised 
$673 million.)

Back in January 2017, the plan had 
been to end the five-year campaign 
with a global celebration – and then 
sit back and take a break. Given the 
extraordinary challenges in Lebanon 
and at AUB, the AUB Board of Trustees 
decided instead to extend the BOLDLY 
AUB campaign for at least another 
two years. “President Khuri and the 
Board of Trustees felt strongly that 
because of the urgent needs in our 
community, the campaign needed to 
continue,” explains Imad B. Baalbaki, 
vice president for advancement and 
business development. 

The priorities? “Our students, our faculty 
and staff, our patients, our community,” 
says Baalbaki. “We launched the 
BOLDLY AUB campaign so that we can 
continue to lead, innovate, and serve 
the people of Lebanon and the region 
for generations to come,” says President 
Khuri. “Thanks to our extraordinary 
global family, that’s what we have been 
doing. It is what we will continue to do. 
So much has changed in recent years, 
but our commitment has not changed. 
All of us at AUB are humbled by the 
generosity of our alumni and friends 
who step up time and time again in 
support of our abiding mission: to 
serve the peoples of the Middle East 
and beyond.”

BOLDLY AUB: We did it, 
but we’re not done yet!

The impact of BOLDLY AUB: The 
Campaign to Lead, Innovate, and 
Serve can be seen throughout campus: 
in the thousands of students who 
are receiving financial support, 
in expanded student services, in 
increased funding for student and 
faculty research, in renovated student 
residence halls, and in outreach 
initiatives benefiting our community. 

It seems like a lifetime ago that 
trustees, dignitaries, alumni, and 
friends gathered at the Charles 
Hostler Student Center on the AUB 
campus for the official launch of the 
BOLDLY AUB fundraising campaign. 
It was January 16, 2017, the end of a 
year-long celebration of AUB’s 150th 
anniversary. In his welcoming remarks 
that evening, the chairman of the AUB 
Board of Trustees, Philip S. Khoury 
spoke eloquently about “AUB’s great 
legacy and how crucial it is not just to 
sustain this legacy, but to build on it.” 
He went on to speak about the three 
pillars of the BOLDLY AUB campaign: 
leading, innovating, and serving. 

“We lead through knowledge creation, 
through openness, through diversity, 
and a commitment to sustainability. 
We produce thought leaders and 
community leaders with the passion 
and drive to effect significant and 
meaningful change. We innovate with 
‘firsts’ in a wide range of disciplines 
from medicine and engineering to 
nutrition and the humanities . . . 
But perhaps most importantly,” he 
stressed, “we serve. We serve the 
communities around us near and 
far through outreach initiatives and 

regionally relevant research and the 
exceptional medical care we provide.” 

In his speech, President Fadlo R. Khuri 
spoke about the power of education, 
which he described as “the single most 
significant human construct that we 
have. It is no exaggeration to say,” 
he continued, “that nothing on earth 
compares with its power to generate 
positive changes. In the harshest 
conditions, it is the best means toward 
improvement, for individuals and 
communities.” He went on to describe 
AUB as “an institution that has always 
been about relevance, resilience, 
and impact. Supporting, mentoring, 
advancing, and nurturing today, and 
tomorrow’s, best and brightest so that 
they can change the world. After 30 
years have passed, I want all of us 
still here to be able to look back in the 
knowledge that we did everything 
we could to arm these citizens of 
tomorrow to make sure that there is a 
better world.” 

At the end of his speech, President 
Khuri declared the BOLDLY AUB 
campaign “formally open.” The 
financial goal of the BOLDLY 
campaign was ambitious: to raise $500 
million in five years. President Khuri 
then made a stunning announcement: 
alumnus, trustee, business leader, 
and philanthropist Maroun Semaan 
and his family had made a gift to 
the university to name the Maroun 
Semaan Faculty of Engineering and 
Architecture in perpetuity. Khuri 
then asked Chairman Khoury and the 
AUB Board of Trustees to increase the 

goal of the BOLDLY campaign to $650 
million, which they did – immediately. 

The response of AUB’s Board 
of Trustees is indicative of its 
extraordinary support for AUB – and 
for the BOLDLY AUB campaign. More 
than 41 percent of the money that 
has been raised is from trustees and/
or their affiliates. As Khoury noted in 
his message in the 2020 Contributors 
Report, “Their commitment and 
dedication to our university is 
inspiring – and invaluable.” 

No one at the Hostler Center on 
January 16, 2017, or at the BOLDLY 
AUB campaign launch in New York 
City on March 16, 2017, could have 
imagined how timely the BOLDLY 
campaign would be or the challenges 
that Lebanon and AUB would face 
during the next five years – the 
economic and financial collapse of 
the country, the pandemic, and the 
August 4, 2020, explosion in the Beirut 
port. Through it all, the BOLDLY 
AUB campaign continued. Some of 
the priorities changed – from capital 
projects to student scholarships, 
assistance for patients seeking care 
at the medical center, and urgent 
needs in the community, for example 
– but the campaign continued. The 
university was able to respond more 
quickly and more generously during 
recent years in part because of the 
success of the BOLDLY AUB campaign 
– the $200 million that was added 
to the endowment, the more than 467 
donor-funded scholarships that were 
established, the money that was raised 
for the medical center, etc.

Impact numbers:

• Increase in financial assistance to AUB students:  
from $55 million in 2015 to $89 million in 2021

• Number of donor-funded scholarships established during 
the BOLDLY campaign: 467

• Amount of gifts and pledges for scholarships:  
$160.5 million ($79 million for current scholarships, $81.5 
million for endowed)

• Amount of gifts and pledges added to the AUB endowment 
during the BOLDLY campaign: $204 million ($173 million 
has already been received)

• Amount raised as of January 2022: $673 million as follows: 

• Academic Priorities: $207 million

• Student Diversity & Life on Campus: $198 million

• Healthcare Priorities: $235 million

• Capital & Infrastructure Priorities: $18 million

• Outreach & Community Impact: $15 million

 

Some other facts and figures

• Number of gifts/pledges: 49,922

• Number of donors: 20,258

• Percentage of first-time donors: 75 percent

• Donations received from 85 countries

• Top 3 countries in amount of donations: Lebanon, US, UK

• Top 3 countries in number of donations: Lebanon, US, UAE
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Maha Zouwayhed, Zein AUB iPark Maha Zouwayhed, Zein AUB iPark 
associate director and accessibility associate director and accessibility 
advocate, is a master at helping AUB advocate, is a master at helping AUB 
departments reframe how they do departments reframe how they do 
their work, not so they can do more, their work, not so they can do more, 
but to make their current work more but to make their current work more 
inclusive. An estimated 10 to 15 inclusive. An estimated 10 to 15 
percent of the Lebanese population percent of the Lebanese population 
lives with some form of disability, lives with some form of disability, 
per a report by UK-based research per a report by UK-based research 
center K4D. Unfortunately, like many center K4D. Unfortunately, like many 
developing countries, this population developing countries, this population 
is underserved in Lebanon, facing is underserved in Lebanon, facing 
barriers to education, public space,  barriers to education, public space,  
and  comprehensive healthcare.  and  comprehensive healthcare.  
Zouwayhed is undeterred by these Zouwayhed is undeterred by these 
structural barriers. “So many of structural barriers. “So many of 
the barriers to solutions come from the barriers to solutions come from 
assumptions that accessibility is assumptions that accessibility is 
complicated, expensive, and will complicated, expensive, and will 
create extra work, but the truth is that create extra work, but the truth is that 
it just requires a different way of doing it just requires a different way of doing 
things that we are already doing.”  things that we are already doing.”  

Growing up in Beirut, Maha’s family Growing up in Beirut, Maha’s family 
was, like many other families, severely was, like many other families, severely 
impacted by the Lebanese Civil War impacted by the Lebanese Civil War 
and lost much during that time. Being and lost much during that time. Being 
the third of three children, college the third of three children, college 
affordability was difficult. Yet, she was affordability was difficult. Yet, she was 
undeterred, a theme that runs through undeterred, a theme that runs through 
much of her life. It is no surprise then much of her life. It is no surprise then 
that she would be unstoppable when that she would be unstoppable when 
she set her sights on AUB for her MBA. she set her sights on AUB for her MBA. 

“I needed to take a loan, but no banks “I needed to take a loan, but no banks 
would lend me the money. I went to would lend me the money. I went to 
every bank I knew, and one day while every bank I knew, and one day while 
grocery shopping, I saw a bank across grocery shopping, I saw a bank across 
the street and convinced the clerk to the street and convinced the clerk to 
let me speak to the manager. After let me speak to the manager. After 
much back and forth, he eventually much back and forth, he eventually 
relented, and I was able to attend relented, and I was able to attend 
AUB with that loan.”AUB with that loan.”

Maha would work in the private sector Maha would work in the private sector 
for over a decade before returning for over a decade before returning 

to AUB. Starting in the Office of the to AUB. Starting in the Office of the 
Comptroller and later moving to the Comptroller and later moving to the 
Office of Information and Technology, Office of Information and Technology, 
she noticed gaps in the way students she noticed gaps in the way students 
with disabilities were being served. with disabilities were being served. 
Gaps she could see because of her Gaps she could see because of her 
familiarity with accessibility issues. familiarity with accessibility issues. 

“My friend’s child reached university “My friend’s child reached university 
age, but because of his disability, there age, but because of his disability, there 
were no resources for him to attend were no resources for him to attend 
university. Whereas I saw my cousin’s university. Whereas I saw my cousin’s 
child with disabilities go to school child with disabilities go to school 
in the UK and was able to complete in the UK and was able to complete 
a degree. With the right access, my a degree. With the right access, my 
friend’s child in Lebanon could friend’s child in Lebanon could 
also succeed.” From this intimate also succeed.” From this intimate 
knowledge of injustice, she knew AUB knowledge of injustice, she knew AUB 
students and prospective students students and prospective students 
could be better served and thus was could be better served and thus was 
born ABLE. Accessibility for a Bolder born ABLE. Accessibility for a Bolder 
Learning Experience (ABLE) is the Learning Experience (ABLE) is the 
culmination of Maha’s work with her culmination of Maha’s work with her 
AUB team to bring accessibility to all AUB team to bring accessibility to all 
students. They have helped connect students. They have helped connect 
special needs students with the special needs students with the 
administration and have fostered three administration and have fostered three 
innovative student-led projects: an innovative student-led projects: an 
automated braille encoder, a campus automated braille encoder, a campus 
accessibility navigation guide, and an accessibility navigation guide, and an 
accessibility web engine.accessibility web engine.

“If there is something we could do “If there is something we could do 
to change one person’s future, one to change one person’s future, one 
child, it is all worth it.” With this, child, it is all worth it.” With this, 
Maha, along with students and other Maha, along with students and other 
advocates, is bringing accessibility advocates, is bringing accessibility 
to the forefront. Her determination to the forefront. Her determination 
has been crucial to this success, and has been crucial to this success, and 
though there is still far to go, she though there is still far to go, she 
carries the unwavering spirit that she carries the unwavering spirit that she 
had as a young woman to fight for what had as a young woman to fight for what 
she needed. “It’s a journey. The journey she needed. “It’s a journey. The journey 
may be thousands of miles before we may be thousands of miles before we 
arrive at full accessibility for all, but if arrive at full accessibility for all, but if 
you can do things even just one percent you can do things even just one percent 
better, why stand in place?”better, why stand in place?”

Face to Face
Building the path to accessibility for all

‘AŞFŪRIYYEH:  
A HISTORY OF 
MADNESS, MODERNITY, 
AND WAR IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 

Joelle M. Abi-Rached (BS ’02, MD ’06) shows how ‘Aşfūriyyeh’s role shifted from a 
missionary enterprise to a national institution with vast regional influence. She offers a 
gripping chronicle of patients’ and staff members’ experiences during the Lebanese Civil 
War. Once hailed for its progressive approach to mental illness and its cosmopolitanism, 
‘AŞfūriyyeh became a stigmatizing term, a byword for madness and deviance, ultimately 
epitomizing a failed project of modernity.

MUHAMMAD RUHI AL-
KHALIDI (1864–1913): 
BOOKS, ARTICLES, 
AND SELECTED 
MANUSCRIPTS

Mariam El Ali (BA ’09, MA ’11, PhD ’17) explores the life of Jerusalemite writer 
Muhammad Ruhi al-Khalidi (1864– 1913). The book documents Khalidi’s biography and 
entire oeuvre, from his earliest to his latest writings, and includes a preface that sums up 
his ideas and examines his authorial persona by setting it against the enlightenment-like 
context of the Nahda, or renaissance.

EINSTEIN IN  
THE ATTIC

Said Al Bizri (BA ’95) and Dana Dargos set Einstein the Attic against the backdrop of 
the war between science and God, reason and faith, as one scientist’s search for truth 
and meaning is faced with the ultimate question: Is there a God? Fleeing war-torn 
Lebanon, Adam Reemi’s faith is shaken by his hardships. Still, when he and a colleague 
successfully construct a nano hadron collider and use sound waves, Adam finds 
unheard-of power at his fingertips. 

HOMEMADE: MADE 
HEALTHY &  
WHOLE —A FLAVOR OF 
LEBANESE COOKING 
AND OTHER HEALTHY 
RECIPES

Sara Farhat Jarrar (BS ’06, MS ’10) takes a holistic but straightforward approach to 
home cooking, using her expertise as a nutritionist to modify traditional Lebanese 
recipes to include healthier ingredients and cooking methods, thus reproducing much-
loved recipes with a more beneficial nutritional profile. This book is a nutrition guide on 
healthier eating and a cookbook of over 100 healthy recipes.

HUMBITIOUS:  
THE POWER OF  
LOW-EGO, HIGH-DRIVE 
LEADERSHIP

Amer Kaissi (BS ’97, MPH ’99), professional speaker, executive coach, and distinguished 
Trinity University professor shatters the myths about leadership being an ego- driven 
game. Drawing on extensive research, personal stories, and fascinating historical 
examples of leadership done right (and wrong), Kaissi reveals why the most effective, 
high-performing leaders aren’t those with the biggest egos but those who possess 
humility coupled with ambition and drive.

And more: 
THE AKHBAR OF KHADIJA BINT KHUWAYLID IN SLAMIC SOURCES, Mariam El Ali BA ’09, MA ’11, PhD ’17
KAHLIL GIBRAN - PORTRAITS, Salim Mujais, BS ’74, MD ’78
STUDIES AND DOCUMENTS ON THE ARMENIAN QUESTION AND GENOCIDE, Zaven M. Messerlian, BA ’59, MA ’64 

Written Word
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“Every record has been destroyed 
or falsified, every book has been 
rewritten, every picture has been 
repainted, every statue and street 
and building has been renamed, 
every date has been altered. And 
that process is continuing day by day 
and minute by minute. History has 
stopped.” The above excerpt from 
George Orwell’s novel 1984 might well 
have been spoken by Dr. Salman Abu 
Sitta about Palestine and its history, 
a history that Abu Sitta has dedicated 
his life trying to affirm. 

The Palestine Land Studies Center 
(PLSC) at AUB, inaugurated this 
past January, is the result of that 
dedication. Housed in the basement 
of West Hall, PLSC is built around 
archival material that Abu Sitta 
amassed over several decades as he 
scoured libraries and archives in 
Europe and the Americas for evidence 
that the Palestine of his childhood and 
that of his ancestors was a historical 
reality rather than a myth. 

The impetus for his odyssey came in 
1962, when, as a doctoral engineering 
student at the University of London,  
he noticed that the name Palestine 
could be found “neither in the Royal 
Geographic Society, nor in the British 
Library.”

In an address during PLSC’s 
inauguration, Abu Sitta says: 

“I started on a long trek from the time 
my hair was black until it turned 
silver to collect every map, document, 
or record I could find. It required 
a lot of traveling, searching, and 
acquiring. In the UK, for example, 
there are dozens of repositories of 
such material, scattered all over the 
country, whether political, military, 

academic, or personal. There are 
sources in Germany, such as in 
Munich, housing the first ever aerial 
photos of Palestine in the First World 
War. There are sources in Paris, in the 
Bibliotheque Nationale, which houses 
Napolean’s maps in Palestine in 1801. 
And of course, there is the US Library 
of Congress, which is a great source.”

In other words, there was evidence of 
Palestine’s existence in all the great 
Western libraries and institutes. It just 
wasn’t cataloged as such. It wasn’t 
marked as evidence. Cataloging it and 
documenting it in lawyer-like fashion 
has been Abu Sitta’s mission. 

Now, Abu Sitta and PLSC’s inaugural 
director, Howayda Al-Harithy, hope 
that scholars can draw from the 
archive to make the case for Palestine’s 
existence, the right of return, and 
transitional justice for Palestinians 
in the context of contemporary 
understandings of international law 
and human rights. 

Abu Sitta’s inaugural address 
continues: 

“The interpretation of history is always 
changing as the law changes, as its 
sense of justice changes and takes a 
new meaning, and as it acquires a new 
weapon of enforcement . . .  
Here at AUB, students can find at 
PLSC rich material for joint projects in 
all disciplinary fields [such as in] the 
following, for example: geography, 
cartography, history, archaeology, 
statistics, populations studies, 
international law, right of return, 
economics, contemporary politics, 
water engineering, urban planning, 
Palestinian written and visual culture, 
Palestinian youth education, archives 
management, IT, and media.”

Among the many remarkable 
documents at PLSC are 500,000 land 
property records pulled from the 
UN Library and 300 aerial photos 
of Palestine taken by the German 
Air Force between 1917 and 1918. 
“The aerial photos are particularly 
interesting for me as they are a kind  
of military gaze of the landscape,” 
says Al-Harithy. 

The entire archive is now open 
for scrutiny and interpretation. 
In fact, PLSC already has its first 
researcher, Bana Madi, a Palestinian-
Jordanian master’s degree candidate 
in anthropology. Madi has also 
been working with PLSC research 
coordinator Mike Avanzato to organize 
the archive. “Bana and I set up the 
archive, physically, literally taking all 
the boxes, opening them, and putting 
them on shelves,” says Avanzato. 
Alongside the physical archive is a 
five-terabyte digital archive of maps, 
photos, and tables.

Since at least the end of the British 
Mandate period, AUB has been 
closely associated with Palestinian 
intellectual and political life. As 
President Fadlo R. Khuri noted during 
the inauguration, “It was at the 
American University of Beirut that the 
historian Constantine Zurayk named 
the Nakba of 1948.” 

In closing, Abu Sitta offered some 
words of encouragement that all 
forcibly displaced people might take 
to heart. “You do not need to wear 
a uniform and carry a gun to assert 
your identity or recover your lost 
home. You just need to be diligent and 
determined, never despair, never lose 
hope, never betray your roots. You 
do not want to take anything from 
anybody. You just want to take back 
what’s taken from you.”

 I started on a long trek 
from the time my hair 
was black until it turned 
silver to collect every 
map, document, or record 
I could find. 

Reclaim. Retell. Return 
Van de Velde Maps of Palestine and 
Jerusalem 
by Charles William Meredith van de 
Velde 1858 

Dutch cartographer Charles van de Velde 
produced his map of Palestine in 1858.  
The Van de Velde maps of Palestine and 
Jerusalem were based on his travels in 
1851, as well as data from the British Royal 
Corp of Engineers. 

The evidence for 
Palestine



Experimental activism
The legacy of the Arab Spring—that 
burst of activism and revolutionary 
activity sparked by Tunisian fruit 
vendor Mohammed Bouazizi’s self-
immolation—is still up for debate. 
The common perception is that it 
failed in its ultimate aim of bringing 
about more responsive, democratic 
governance, especially after the recent 
coup in Tunisia. But while the number 
of functioning democracies may not 
be cause for optimism, the signs of a 
shift in political consciousness remain 
ever-present. The Asfari Institute for 
Civil Society and Citizenship has been 
documenting that shift since 2017.

“What we’re observing around us 
is the emergence of intersectional 
voices. Migrant communities, queer 
communities, people with disabilities—
basically, those who were historically 
invisible—are now becoming politically 
active,” says Asfari Institute Director 
Lina Abou Habib. 

On their website, you can find 
interviews, academic papers, and op-
eds written by and about historically 
marginalized groups. For example, 
Tarek Zeidan, executive director 
of Helem, wrote an article on the 
organization’s emergency response 
after the Beirut Blast and its effect on 
the LGBTQ community. Prominent 
Egyptian feminist scholar Hoda 
ElSadda contributed a scholarly paper 
that addresses the impact of the 2011 
protest movements on women’s rights 
in the Arab world, focusing on the 
Egyptian Constitution. You can also 
find many student contributions, such 
as Layan al Dani’s thesis exploring the 
journey of Syrian women participating 
in peace processes and their 
contribution to conflict resolution, 
recently published under the Asfari 
Institute’s new Annual Thesis Award. 

“We aim to serve as a repository 
and also a hub for various forms of 
knowledge production related to civil 

society activism in the Arab region 
during the last decade-plus,” says 
Abou Habib. 

Part of the Asfari Institute’s work is to 
be a sort of nexus of experimentation. 
Activism in the Arab world, and in 
Lebanon in particular, is a dynamic 
product of evolving circumstances 
that are constantly being shaped and 
reshaped by internal and external 
forces, from corrupt sectarian politics 
to the #MeToo movement. The Asfari 
Institute is cataloging and analyzing 
that experimentation to help us 
all better understand the forces of 
progress and change.

 What we’re 
observing around 
us is the emergence 
of intersectional 
voices. 
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Training our future teachers

“The current challenges in Lebanon 
have increased the already urgent 
need for qualified and committed 
teachers and other educational 
practitioners in Lebanon,” explains 
Dr. Tamer Amin, associate chair of 
AUB’s Department of Education. 
“Thanks to the Dodge Foundation 
Teacher Training Scholarship 
Program, we are helping to address 
this urgent need.”  The program, 
which is funded by the Cleveland 
H. Dodge Foundation, provides full 
tuition for up to 28 students for a 
one-year, 21-credit teaching or special 
education diploma program – and for 
professional development training 
after they graduate. “Training the next 
generation of teachers who will be 
committed to providing an excellent 
education to the children of Lebanon 
is an imperative that the Cleveland 
Dodge Foundation is proud to support.  
Throughout the long relationship 
with the Dodge family, AUB has been 
the leader in education in the region.  
This program is another example of 
AUB’s innovation in providing quality 
education for the future,” commented 
foundation president and AUB Trustee 
William Dodge Rueckert.

The 15 students who graduated in 2020 
and 2021 are working in 10 schools 
and other organizations providing 
educational support to vulnerable 
communities in Beirut, Saida, the 
Beqaa Valley, and elsewhere in 
Lebanon teaching English, science, 
and mathematics and serving as 
homeroom teachers, special educators, 
and educational coordinators. Other 

Dodge Foundation Scholars are 
pursuing master’s degrees in the field 
of education. 

Maya Wehbi, Cycle II elementary 
English coordinator at Makassed 
Aisha School in Saida, which 
offers education free of charge 
to economically disadvantaged 
children, has worked closely with 
Dodge Scholar Yara Hammoud, who 
graduated in 2021. “Yara has shown 
great leadership skills in managing her 
class and engaging her students – and 
colleagues – in valuable discussions,” 
she says.

As part of the program, the 
Department of Education provides 
graduates and their colleagues with 
valuable professional development 
opportunities on a wide range of 
topics including innovative student-
centered teaching methods; effective 
use of digital technology during and 
post-crisis; supporting children with 
special learning and emotional needs; 
and educational leadership in times  
of crisis. 

Dodge Scholar Heba Harb, who 
completed her diploma in special 
education in 2021, attended a 
workshop on assessment in special 
education offered by Professor Vivian 
Khamis. Harb, who is an elementary 
homeroom teacher and special 
educator, says that as a result of the 
workshop “I now feel able to confidently 
seize any opportunity that requires me 
to lead, aid, and benefit other fellow 
teachers and practitioners.”

Professor Anies Al-Hroub, who 
coordinates the in-service Professional 
Training Program, says that the 
program is “building the capacity of 
Dodge scholars, teachers, and other 
practitioners, and raising morale 
and hope at schools, which is so 
important especially during the 
current difficult economic crisis in 
Lebanon. As a department we will 
continue to make every effort to 
continue to reach out to all schools 
and the most vulnerable students.” 

AUB’s Department of Education has a 
long history of promoting education 
in Lebanon and throughout the region 
and beyond. It has also been in the 
vanguard of educational reform efforts 
such as the bottom-up school-based 
reform approach of the TAMAM project 
and the department’s contributions 
to the educational component of the 
Khaddit Beirut initiative, established 
after the August 4, 2020, Beirut 
explosion. “The Dodge Scholarship 
Program projects the best of what 
our department aspires to offer,” 
says department chairperson Dr. 
Rima Karami. “Through its thorough 
selection process and recruitment of 
aspiring educators, our department is 
attracting exceptional students who 
are highly dedicated to the teaching 
profession. This is not only optimizing 
the impact of our diploma programs 
but also spreading a climate of passion 
for teaching and service to our broader 
student body. We are very grateful to 
the Dodge Foundation for its support 
and look forward to partnering with 
other donors on similar programs,” 
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Competing  
on the world stage

Whether virtually or in person, 
AUB students are overcoming all 
obstacles and showing their mettle 
at international competitions, both 
academic and athletic. 

VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM 
The team had a banner year, winning 
all the big games and qualifying for 
the Bogazici University Sports Fest in 
Turkey, which welcomes nearly 1,000 
athletes from all over the world. 

“What makes AUB different from any 
other university in this country and 
in the Middle East is the campus life. 
Students interacting on a daily basis 
together, organizing events, learning 
how to get things done is one of the 
pillars of AUB students. It’s because 
wherever we go, in any job in any 
medium, we get things done, we  
are DOERS!”  
–Rami Hafez (team manager)

“I learnt to cope with people who 
have different personalities and 
characteristics, play together, and 
build chemistry. Through that, we 
were able to win many games. There’s 
something different about the football 
team: the spirit, the people, the 
synergy . . . we are true friends, not 
just teammates.” 
–Hussein Jaafar 

“The exposure will be amazing, 
with many international teams . . . 
hopefully we will be up to their level.” 
–Majd El Ouri

WOMEN’S FUTSAL TEAM 
The women’s futsal team is 
traditionally a powerhouse, and this 
year—back from the pandemic and 
with a new team—was no different. 
Three members were even selected to 

attend the International Futsal Cup 
tournament in Portugal this July.

“I think this is the nicest part of 
my years at AUB. I made my closest 
friends and best friends at the futsal 
. . . Hostler was our home for a long 
time, and I am happy now things are 
somehow back to normal.”  
–Rhea Tcheroyan

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CASE 
COMPETITIONS
The Case Competition Program at 
OSB has a track record of excellence. 
The current team of six delegates 
has racked up a slew of international 
trophies, including second place in 
Munster, Germany, and first place 
at a virtual competition held by 
Universidad Panamericana in Mexico. 

“For anyone interested in consulting, 
case competitions seem like the best 
introduction to the field. The team 
must be able to work constructively 
and deliver beyond each individual’s 
capabilities.” 
–Celine Dibo

“After placing podium finishes in 
two international competitions, I was 
able to realize the merit that AUB’s 
academic standards hold on the global 
level. On two different occasions, 
we were able to surpass and beat 
prestigious universities that ranked 
amongst the top 15 globally (QS).” 
–Rami Suleiman

“This competition was such an 
incredible experience because my 
team and I got to work with students 
from all around the world and learn 
about their different cultures and 
problem-solving skills.” 
–Danielle Salemeh

HARVARD WORLD MODEL UNITED 
NATIONS
Considered the “Olympics” of Model 
UN conferences, Harvard World 
MUN brings together over 2,000 
international university students 
who play the role of delegates from 
different countries and attempt to 
solve real world issues in a simulation 
of the United Nations. 

“As head delegate, I had to set 
the bar very high and motivate 
our representatives by leading by 
example. The odds weren’t in our 
favor. However, life taught me when 
something is important enough, you 
do it even if the odds are not in your 
favor. We competed against students 
of the pedigree of Harvard, Stanford, 
and MIT, and we were still able to win 
two distinguished awards.” 
-Elie El Hajj

“It was a tough four days of ongoing 
work starting with debating and then 
moving on to resolution discussions, 
but the week ended on a high note.”  
-Marina Markarian 

CLOUD  
Cloud is a startup that aims to 
design eco-friendly period products, 
including a disposable pad that 
is healthy, biodegradable, and 
sustainably produced using banana 
fibers. After winning multiple startup 
competitions in Lebanon, Cloud 
recently took third place at the Arab 
Entrepreneurship & Innovation Rally 
2022 in Dubai.

“Meeting young entrepreneurs from 
22 Arab countries and competing at 
the World Entrepreneurs Investment 
Forum in Dubai Expo 2020 has been a 
wholesome experience, and winning 

at the Arab Entrepreneurship Rally 
was the cherry on top! No matter what 
Lebanon’s going through, we, the 
youth, will continue to shatter limits 
and innovate for a better tomorrow.” 
–Yara Haidar

FUTURE WE WANT MODEL UNITED 
NATIONS (FWW-MUN)
The FWW-MUN conference held in 
Dubai brought together young future 
leaders from across the globe to come 
up with resolutions aimed at bringing 
about the “future we want” and 
submit them to relevant UN agencies 
for consideration.

“The most memorable part of the 
conference for me was when we 
were asked who would like to speak 
first, and out of 89 delegates in our 
committee, my teammates and I were 

the first four participants to stand 
up confidently and say our opening 
speeches. Incredibly proud to come 
back to Beirut with all five members  
of the team winning awards.”  
–Ziena Ismail

“Getting to represent AUB and 
Lebanon abroad alongside many 
internationals and people coming 
from different countries such as Italy, 
Germany, and India was thrilling. 
This experience allowed us to broaden 
our horizons, meet new people, and 
discover new cultures.” 
–Youmna Yarak

LANDSCAPE FORUM STUDENT 
COMPETITION
Architecture and landscape 
architecture students took part in an 
international competition to discover 

solutions to challenges facing the 
Emilia-Romagna region of northern 
Italy and the coastal city of Rimini. 
Their solution was to reinvent the 
city’s tourism strategy through a 
network of trails.

“It was a great experience all 
throughout, especially when 
considering how much we learned, as 
the scale of design for Rimini was a 
completely new one to tackle. The idea 
of involving different perspectives, 
the landscape architect alongside the 
architect, is what made the project 
achieve its fullest!” 
–Karim Harb, Ahmad Zeaiter,  
Aya Zein, Sara Wehbi, Kamar El Ali



May Ziadeh 
When visions come too early

AUB continues to celebrate its coed 
centennial, having taken global 
leadership in admitting women 
in 1921. May Elias Ziadeh, prolific 
author of poems and books, a key 
figure in the Arab Nahda of the 
early 20th century, and one of the 
region’s earliest advocates of modern 
feminism, commended AUB for its 
progressive decision in an address she 
delivered at West Hall and in a letter 
to Professor Jabr Dumit, AUB professor 
of Arabic. The letter is featured in the 
university’s coed centennial exhibit at 
Jafet Library: Stories of Women from 
the Archive, among other original 
writings by Ziadeh and publications that 
display her work.

Like AUB, Ziadeh had a vision and 
fearlessly advocated for it far ahead of 
her time. And like AUB, the road for her 
was paved with struggles and triumphs.

Born in Palestine in 1886 to a Lebanese 
father and Palestinian mother, Ziadeh 
was educated in Aintoura, Lebanon, 
and wrote various works both in 
Arabic and French. In 1907, she moved 
to Egypt, where she continued to study 

Arabic literature, Islamic history, and 
philosophy; published her writing; 
gave private lessons; and studied 
German, Spanish, Italian, English, 
and French. In 1912, she founded her 
literary salon, the Tuesday Seminar, 
which was attended by famous literary 
figures such as Taha Hussein, Khalil 
Mutran, Yaqub Sarruf, Ahmad Shawqi, 
and many others. 

Ziadeh was a strong advocate of the 
emancipation of women and published 
articles and a book, Bahithat al-Badia, 
on the topic. In 1910, she met Amin 
Rihani in Lebanon and with him got in 
contact with Gibran Khalil Gibran. She 
then started exchanging letters with 
Gibran, sharing with him a unique 
love affair that lasted until the end of 
their lives.  

After the death of her parents, her 
brother, and Gibran, she suffered from 
depression and was admitted by family 
members to the Lebanon Hospital 
for Mental and Nervous Disorders 
(Asfuriyah). The AUB archives hold a 
letter exchange between King Abdallah 
I of Jordan and Lebanese President 

Emile Edde, whose intervention led to 
Ziadeh’s eventual release. 

In 1922, Ziadeh became the first 
woman to lecture at AUB, speaking 
about Columbus and the discovery of 
America. In 1925, she gave an address 
titled “Lessons in the Desert.” Shortly 
after her release from the Asfuriyah, 
she was invited by Al Urwa al Wuthqa 
Society at AUB in 1938 to deliver the 
“Message of the Man of Letters to the 
Arab Life.” Her last visit to AUB was 
later that year, when she spoke about 
“The strength and weakness in our 
spiritual life.” 

May Ziadeh died in 1941 at the age 
of 55, influencing generations with 
genius that has rendered her immortal. 
In 1999, she was named “Personage 
of the Year” by the Lebanese minister 
of culture in the annual celebration 
of Beirut as the cultural capital of the 
Arab world.

“Powerful is the one whose motto in 
life is: I might suffer but will never 
surrender.” — May Ziadeh.
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One hundred years ago was a time of 
upheaval both within and around the 
campus of the American University 
of Beirut, which had just undergone 
a name change from the Syrian 
Protestant College. The region had 
been rocked by drought, famine, the 
First World War, and the fall of the 
Ottoman Empire. Meanwhile, at AUB, 
the 1,001st student had registered, 
setting an enrollment record. More 
change was coming as the university 
began accepting women into 
professional programs. 

Starting in 1920, the Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences and the professional 
schools of pharmacy, medicine, and 
dentistry promised to open their doors 
to women for programs with at least 
three applicants. This was only the 
beginning of an ever-increasing flow 
of female students from different parts 
of the region, bringing coeducation 
to this American university abroad 
before most of its counterparts in the 
United States voted in the 1960s to 
open their own doors to women. 

AUB has been celebrating the 
centennial of women at the university 
since spring 2021. After looking back 
at the pioneering female students, 
professors, and alumni, who brought 
so many “firsts” to the region, it was 
fitting to host events on campus this 
year acknowledging the ongoing 
bravery and determination of AUB’s 
women. The pioneering spirit of these 
women is more alive than ever, and 
they are eager to push for more change, 
progress, and “firsts” in the region.



Year of the woman

1921 October 5, 
2021

March 6, 
2021

October 27, 
2021

July 29, 
2021

November 15, 
2021

September 
27, 2021

November 18, 
2021

October 4, 
2021

November 24, 
2021

December 6, 
2021

The American University of Beirut 
opens its doors to the first cohort of 
women in regular degree programs, 
decades before many top-ranked 
universities worldwide.

The University Libraries announce an 
agreement to acquire the “Pioneers 
and Leaders: Knowledge Center about 
Arab Women” web content from the 
University of Maryland.

AUB kicks off a year of celebrating 
its coeducation centennial with the 
AUB4Women online event featuring 
Queen Noor and four accomplished 
alumnae.

AUB launches the AUB4Women 
campaign, which has raised $1.2 
million as of May 15, 2022, to support 
scholarships for exceptional women 
students at AUB.

“In Her Words” video featuring AUB 
women professors giving advice to 
the next generation premieres, from 
the Title IX Student Committee on 
Discriminatory Harassment.

An online seminar is held with the 
title of “Feminists Battle for Justice, 26 
Years after Beijing” cosponsored by 
the AUB Global Engagement Initiative 
and the Asfari Institute for Civil 
Society and Citizenship.

The President’s Perspective “That 
she may have an abundant life” links 
remarkable AUB women of past and 
present and looks at ongoing efforts 
at the university to attain true gender 
equality.

The coeducation centennial branding 
and email signature is launched, 
along with an article on the history of 
coeducation at AUB titled, “The long 
road to equality.”

AUB’s first Wikipedia Edit-a-thon is 
held where students, faculty, and staff 
gather to diversify content and add 
more information about Arab women.  
A second edit-a-thon is held in 
March 2022.

The Asfari Institute begins featuring 
a curated collection of graduate 
student theses focusing on different 
topics related to gender equality and 
intersectional feminism.

The Political Studies and Public 
Administration Student Society hosts 
an event featuring AUB graduates, 
professors, and instructors, who shed 
light on their accomplishments and 
inspire younger women.

AUB’s 155th Founders Day ceremony 
is focused on the coeducation 
centennial with keynote speaker 
Sheikha Altaf Al Sabah of Kuwait, 
herself a pioneering alumna.
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December 10, 
2021

March 8, 
2022

May 10, 2022

The “Stories of Women from the 
Archives” exhibit at Jafet Memorial 
Library is launched with a wealth of 
books and manuscripts by women, 
photos of campus life, movie posters 
and more.

On the occasion of International 
Women’s Day, a series of diverse events 
is held across campus. 

At the University Libraries: 
Lebanon’s Ambassador to the UN gives 
a keynote address on the state  
of women in our region.

The archives launches the exhibit 
“Women Pioneers in the Arab Press 
(1892–1925).” 

The Asfari Institute hosts an 
intergenerational panel discussion 
featuring women students, recent 
grads, and professors.

At the AUB Archaeological Museum: 
An art installation of Andreé Hochar 
Fattal’s bronze sculptures interacting 
with the museum’s collection of 
goddesses of fertility opens.

Scheherazade’s Diary, a film by Zeina 
Daccache, is screened, followed by a 
Q&A with the director.

An exhibit and book distribution are 
held at Jafet Library honoring Anissa 
Rawdah Najjar (BA ’36), a pioneering 
women’s rights activist and one of the 
Arab world’s first female journalists.

Access to campus is restricted to vaccinated 
AUB students, staff, faculty, and alumni

COEDUCATION AT AUB

ye
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s Empowering Women 
Since 1921

CELEBRATING GR  VoicesMarch

3:00 pm  |  Jafet LibraryEvent openingGuest Speaker: Dr. Amal Mudallali 
Lebanese Ambassador to the UNLaunch of an exhibit on the history of women 

in the Arab pressInteractive panel discussion featuring AUB women 
students, grads, and alumnaeAUB Archaeological Museum5:00 pm Garden party6:00 pm Mother Earth an installation  of Andrée 

Hochar Fattal’s sculptures, resonating with 
the Archaeological Museum’s Goddesses of fertility, 

animated for the occasion 7:00 pm BAFF screening of Sheherazade’s Diary 
followed by panel discussion with director 
Zeina Daccache  

3:00–9:00 pm  |  AUB campus

 The first thing I was ever 
sure of is this: no matter 
what I do, how I behave, 
what I think, and what I say, 
I will be objectified, I will be 
perceived as less, I will be 
underestimated; I will be all 
of those things because I am 
a woman. And so, I make it my 
life’s purpose to speak out, to 
learn and to educate myself 
and others, to have opinions, 
to express my liberty to agree 
and disagree, and to take up as 
much space as I possibly can. 
– Rita Maria Ibrahim,  
1st place winner of the Founders Day Essay Contest 
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Transforming 
through art

Art and design are the outlets for one’s 
innate thoughts, needs, and visions. 
I believe it is a universal language 
through which we can reach the world. 
Beirut was once the hub of this beautiful 
culture, and my efforts are going into 
bringing it back on the map. 

I am currently registering with a 
cofounder a new design hub, Diwan of 
Culture, Design, and Innovation (DCDI), 
sponsored by the Goethe Institute to 
promote the design culture in Lebanon 
through workshops, entrepreneurship 
programs, residencies, exhibitions, and 
much more. 

As a theater maker, I aspire to make 
space for rarely told stories. Some 
stories that affect us as a collective 
under certain systems will never 
make it to the history books. I firmly 
believe that although theater (and art 
in general) cannot topple a regime or 

change the status quo, it can document 
certain events in a tangible format and 
in our collective consciousness. 

AUB gave me a space to experiment 
and test my passion for theater. The 
first play I directed was at AUB’s 
Drama Club. Today, as my work is 
focused on documentary theater,  
I feel I’ve come full circle. 

In times of stress and frustration, as 
Lebanon is currently experiencing,  
art and design play a healing role. At 
all times, aesthetics impact hearts and 
minds, fostering hope and trust. 

In my work as a potter, I try to channel 
a sense of playful lightness merged 
with humor. The functional works 
I create vary in types of clay and 
glaze and embody fun and fantasy. 
I complement some with delicate 
flowers in various hues. 

In others, I add unconventional 
discordant pieces, trying to push  
the envelope by reinterpreting 
everyday objects.

Born to a family of archaeologists, 
designers, and craftsmen specializing 
in Middle Eastern art, I was inevitably 
immersed in a stimulating historical 
and contemporary art milieu. My 
pieces are an eclectic reflection of my 
life’s experiences. 

I currently have my own collection 
of small furniture ethically and 
sustainably produced in Beirut. 

Besides empowering artisans, my 
work also looks to empower the young 
designers, giving them the chance to 
proceed with their higher education 
along with mentorship.

 Lebanese artists in 
Lebanon and worldwide 
continue to create an 
impact despite the 
arduous barriers they 
face. 

In the best of times, support and funding for the arts can be underwhelming. During times of austerity, they can vanish. 
Lebanon’s historic economic crisis has battered the arts with immense difficulties as patrons and supporters reduce their 
spending to necessities. But it doesn’t mean the arts are disappearing. On the contrary, Lebanese artists in Lebanon and 
worldwide continue to create an impact despite the arduous barriers they face. 

As part of AUB’s centennial of coeducation, we celebrate the women of AUB who influence the arts and create positive 
change in their communities through their creative work.

Jana Aridi
Netherlands

Sahar Assaf
United States  
of America

Lina Shamma
Lebanon

Sibylle Tarazi
Lebanon

Womanhood,  
from antiquity to modernity

Ma pomme, in conversation with 
Aphrodite and the apple.

Mediterranee, in conversation with  
the first female figurines.

Deesse, in conversation with  
the earliest female fertility figurines.

This year, the AUB Archaeological 
Museum held an exhibit showcasing 
the power of juxtaposing antiquity 
with modernity. As part of AUB’s 
coed centennial celebrations, 
Nadine Panayot, curator of the 
Archaeological Museum, partnered 
with sculptor Andrée Fattal to pair 
pieces of her work with ancient 
sculptures housed in the museum. 
“Mother Earth,” the title of the 

exhibit, is an installation that reflects 
on womanhood using millennia-old 
statues and Fattal’s artwork.  
“Andrée’s sculptures have been 
handpicked because of the inherent 
emotional meaning they grant to our 
collection,” says Panayot.  
The exhibit attempts to reconstruct 
pieces from antiquity with 
contemporary sculptures to explore 
the feminine across past and present.

 Since I assumed my 
position as curator at the 
AUB Museum, I have tried 
to give voices to the objects 
exhibited at the museum, 
sometimes even granting 
them a second life, a way of 
connecting the past to the 
present.  
–Nadine Panayot,  
AUB Archaeological Museum 
curator 

 When Nadine offered me 
the opportunity to take part 
in the exhibition, I couldn’t 
believe my ears. A kind of 
dream turned into reality. 
A dialogue that transcends 
space and time between 
creators is a brilliant idea 
and a vision that opens 
broad horizons. 
–Andrée Fattal, sculptor 

Exhibit held March 8 to April 30, 2022

Tourbillon,  at the center of the cedar of Lebanon.
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An invitation  

to change
First they gathered data, meticulously 
and with determination. Then they 
analyzed it and formed collaborations 
to test their work in the MENA 
region. Now they have issued a 
broad invitation for many to join the 
momentum of change. The group 
is the Center for Inclusive Business 
and Leadership for Women (CIBL), 
established at the Suliman S. Olayan 
School of Business (OSB) in 2019. 
Instead of focusing on women as 
needing empowerment, CIBL works 
to change HR policies to be more 
inclusive for all women. To do that,  
it is asking employers to engage with 
the data and change their workplaces.

Dr.  Lama Moussawi, associate 
professor at OSB and founding member 
and director of CIBL for Women says 
the work “symbolizes AUB’s mission, 
as it is founded in research excellence, 
creates evidence-based knowledge, 
and works toward sustainable positive 
change in the MENA region through 
collaboration with regional and 
transnational partners.”

In May 2022, CIBL held a conference 
that showcased the magnitude of 
its reach and accomplishments. The 
network of partnerships now includes 
eight countries (Algeria, Bahrain, 
Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
and Tunisia) and 2,449 employers 
working to change structures and 
provide data on the little-studied field 
of workplace inclusion. CIBL at OSB 
offers executive education programs 
to help employers change policies of 
recruitment, retention, and promotion 
(RRP) to be more inclusive, and the 
OSB team has accomplished all this 
against the backdrop of Lebanon’s 
three years of crises.

Change is CIBL’s rallying cry.  
“We engage in ongoing, evidence-
based initiatives pushing forward 
organizational policy reform and 
implementation as well as legislative 
lobbying and change at the national 
levels,” says Dr. Carmen Geha, a founding 
member at CIBL and associate professor 
of public policy at AUB. “CIBL is a labor 
of love and an engine of change.”

Dr. Charlotte Karam, director of 
international partnerships at CIBL 
and immediate past founding director 
adds, “Only structural changes 
to policies will enable women to 
be protected at the workplace and 
have dignified upward career 
trajectories. We call on employers, 
managers, researchers, students, 
and development associations to join 
this movement and push forward an 
agenda for inclusive policies led by 
regional actors for regional change!”

 CIBL is  
a labor of love 
and an engine 
of change. 

Roadmap 
for Inclusive 

Policies

Gender Lens 
Investing 

Repository

2,449  
Employers across 

11 countries 
shared HR data

515   
Publicly listed 

companies tracked 
on gender-lens 

investing

866 
Regional  

decision-makers 
trained on RRP and 

GLI strategies of 
2,331 applicants

112  
New women-
inclusive RRP 

implementation 
strategies

90 
Employer 

partnerships to 
co-create women-

inclusive HR policies 
and strategies

195,400  
Employees impacted 

through direct HR 
policy reform

17  
Local country 

partners leading 
RRP agendas in 
HR systems in 9 

countries

854   
Women interviewed 
across 11 countries

We chose to stay
According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), around 
40 percent of Lebanon’s doctors and 
30 percent of nurses left the country 
between October 2019 and November 
2021. Exacerbating the loss, nearly 
all recent medical school graduates 
have landed jobs abroad, according 
to the Head of Lebanon’s Order of 
Physicians, Charaf Abou Charaf.

Astonishingly, many courageous and 
committed healthcare professionals 
at AUBMC—even though they could 
have left—have chosen to stay. We 
asked a few to share their thoughts.

 I’ve been through rougher times in 
Lebanon, and the country bounced back. 
The main factor, though, is that I invested 
so much at AUB and built/established 
several programs that I simply cannot 
desert. AUBMC is one of the few places 
in Lebanon where hope never dies. 
People with the ‘can do’ attitude are 
everywhere at AUBMC and inspire 
others to persevere. 

– Dr. Ghassan Dbaibo, professor, 
Department of Pediatrics and 
Adolescent Medicine 

 Weekly, I receive offers, and I turn 
them down. The country, I still believe 
in it, and I love it despite everything 
happening. 

– Nurse Nayla Abi Younes, nurse leader 
for clinical affairs 

 AUBMC shaped who I am today and 
taught me how to stand strong in the 
face of all the challenges and obstacles. 
Healthcare professionals come and go, 
but the solid structure that governs 
and defines AUBMC remains  
the same. 

– Nurse Maya Nizam, project manager, 
Nursing Administration 

 AUBMC is the beacon of health 
and will always be. 

– Dr. Samer Deeba, clinical assistant 
professor, Department of Surgery 

 After the pandemic hit, I was 
fortunate to hold a job that allowed 
me to contribute to the health and 
wellbeing of my community at AUB as 
well as the larger Lebanese community… 
I wouldn’t have wanted to be serving 
anywhere else. 

– Dr. Carine Sakr, assistant professor 
of clinical specialty, Department of 
Family Medicine

 There are a lot of direct reasons to 
leave the country, but staying is chiefly 
because of the love we have for the 
country, and the family roots we have. 
AUB has helped financially as much 
as possible, which has lessened the 
financial blow. 

– Dr. Pierre Bou Khalil, professor of 
clinical medicine, Department of Internal 
Medicine, and associate director of 
Graduate Medical Education

Health & Wellness
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Check Up:

The safest possible hands
In 2021, AUB appointed Dr. Raymond 
Sawaya as the Raja N. Khuri Dean 
of the Faculty of Medicine and 
vice president for medical affairs. 
The move was surprising for many 
reasons, perhaps most of all that 
Sawaya said yes. Having spent three 
decades at MD Andersen Cancer 
Center in Texas, building what may 
well be the best cancer neurosurgery 
service in the world, Sawaya could 
have retired into a life of research, 
travel, and lecturing. Instead, he 
accepted a challenge, wrapped in 
a crisis, in a country struggling to 
stay afloat. 

“I’m at peace with what I 
accomplished at MD Andersen,” 
he says. “I’m at AUB to help the 
situation. When would people want 
me to come, when things are great? 
You don’t want me unless things are 
a mess. That’s when I’m needed.”

Sawaya’s multiple talents equip 
him for a range of roles. In 2016, the 
association of neurological surgeons 
called him a “triple threat”: surgeon, 
researcher, and teacher. His 
mentorship is so thorough that when 
he decided to step down from MD 
Andersen, six of his faculty, whom 
he had trained, applied for his job, 
and they all qualified. Patients and 
families under his care know they 
are in the safest possible hands. 
His expertise as a cancer clinician 
and innovator brought him to the 
halls of the White House. Yet he 
wears his accolades lightly, carrying 
himself with what seems to be 
effortless grace.

“He seems to be an effortless 
surgeon as well,” says Dr. Daniel 
Yoshor, chair of the Department of 
Neurosurgery at the University of 

Pennsylvania Health System, who 
trained under Sawaya. “But his 
smoothness is analogous to a surface 
that’s been polished from thousands 
of strokes of the cloth. He operates 
the way Yo-Yo Ma plays the cello.”

Yoshor adds, “What sets Raymond 
Sawaya apart is his uncommon skill 
at identifying talent and creating a 
culture and environment where that 
talent can thrive. I consider him a 
role model to this day. I refer to him 
often as I mentor others, as to what 
we all should aspire to—confident, 
generous, honest leadership.”

When articulating his vision for 
the work at AUB, Sawaya speaks 
of his concern for the staff he 
oversees, the research needed, 
and the high standards of medical 
care to maintain. But the phrase he 
repeats like a mantra is the need to 
“recognize and reward excellence.” 
He knows more than many what it 
takes to have a vision and to bring it 
into fruition. It’s what he did at MD 
Anderson when he expanded the 
department from 5 to 100 employees 
and 20 faculty. He credits hard work 
but also being able to recruit and 
having the resources to grow.

“It’s clear at AUB that the first order 
of business is to take care of the 
work force, not only the doctors, 
although they are the engine, but 
the nurses, technicians, and support 
staff,” he says. “Currently, they are 
hurting and need understanding and 
support. I am working to identify 
the needs and wherever possible 
to implement support and help. 
Secondly, we need to address any 
lack of alignment among all those 
in positions to make a difference. 
There are internal tensions because 

of the severe financial condition of 
the country and its consequences. 
We need to integrate our efforts 
and bring people together for the 
common good and common goals.”

Sawaya has long studied leadership, 
but his interest in medicine came 
from his father. Early in life he began 
accompanying his physician father 
into people’s homes. “That’s where 
I learned that illness is not limited 
to the single patient,” he says. 
“It’s a whole family experience.” 
When he was ready for his own 
medical training, he was fortunate 
to intern with the famed Dr. Fouad 
Haddad, chair of neurosurgery at 
AUB, who also opened doors for him 
in the United States. 

“You can see, AUB has always 
been part of my psyche,” he says. 
“When I left Beirut to train as a 
neurosurgeon, I had every intention 
of going back. After 47 years, the tug 
came, and I’m back home.”

The question is, what happens 
now? Sawaya says the measure of 
his work will be seeing change: 
“Is there progress? If I’m sitting 
there spinning my wheels, and 
there’s no improvement, what am 
I doing? I want to see progress, 
impact, the ability to make it better, 
cooperatively, respectfully, for the 
overall culture of the place.” 

He has had at least one strong 
affirmation so far: “Understanding 
over the last few months the extent 
of how excellent this university and 
faculty are gives me yet another 
reason to do everything in my 
power to help the institution at this 
critical time.”



This recipe comes from 
AUBMC’s Department 
of Food Services, 
which oversees the 
weekly recipes at the 
hospital as well as 
at the AUB cafeteria. 
The department is 
in charge of feeding 
hundreds of patients, 
students, faculty, and 
staff. We thank them for 
nourishing the people of 
AUBMC and AUB  
every day. 

Sayadieh
AUBMC’s Department of Food Services

Send your recipe 
submissions to 
maingate@aub.edu.lb

Sayadieh is a classic fish dish originating 
from fishing villages in Lebanon. The word 
sayadieh roughly translates to “catch,” 
coming from the fisherman’s catch of the 
day. This versatile dish can be made with 
various white fish, but most people use 
cod for its hearty meat. Traditionally, this 
would be made with whole fish, and the 
bones of the fish would be turned into a 
stock that the rice is then cooked in.

INGREDIENTS: (serves 4)           

• 800 g fish fillet or whole fish  
(1 lb and 12 oz)

• ¼ cup vegetable oil
• 1 ½ tsp lemon juice
• 1 ½ tsp salt 
• 1 tbsp ground cumin
• ¼ tsp white pepper 

• ½ cup sunflower oil
• 2 medium onions, chopped
• 5 cups water
• 1 bay leaf
• ½ cinnamon stick
• 1 tsp lemon juice
• ½ tsp cornstarch

• 2 cups rice
• 1 ½ tsp olive oil
• 1 onion, chopped
• 2 cloves garlic, finely chopped
• 1 tbsp cumin powder
• 1 tsp fresh cilantro
• ½ tsp ground cinnamon
• 1 tsp ground coriander
• 1 tsp sweet paprika

FISH PREPARATION:

If using a whole fish, clean and cut the 
tail and head off, reserving them, then 
marinate in a bowl with oil and lemon 
juice. Sprinkle with salt, cumin, and white 

pepper. Let the fish marinate in the fridge for 
30 minutes. After marinating, grill the fish in 
a shallow pan in the oven at 180 C (350 F) for 
about 10 minutes if using fish fillets, or for 30 
minutes if using a whole fish.

SAUCE PREPARATION:

In a small, heavy-bottomed pot, heat the 
sunflower oil. Fry the onions in the hot 
oil until completely browned, and then 
drain from the oil. Place the fried onion in 
a medium-sized pot, then add the water, 
fishtails and fish head (if prepared from 
whole fish), bay leaf, and cinnamon stick. 
Boil for 30 minutes or until the broth turns 
an earthy, brown color. Strain the fish 
stock into a container to use for cooking 
the rice and sauce.

Set aside 4 cups of the stock for the rice 
and add the lemon juice to the remaining 
stock. Dissolve the cornstarch in a bit of 
water, add it to the fish stock, and whisk 
to slightly thicken into a sauce. Add more 
cornstarch if needed.

RICE PREPARATION:

Wash the rice, soak it in water for a few 
minutes, then drain and set aside. Add the 
olive oil and onions to a pot and stir over 
medium heat until browned. Add garlic, 
rice, and remaining spices, mixing the 
spices well with the rice, then add the 4 
cups of fish stock to the rice. Stir well and 
cook over low heat until the rice is done. 
After the rice is cooked, add a squeeze of 
lemon juice to it.

Plate the fish over the bed of rice. Drizzle 
the sauce over the fish and serve!

Sahtein 
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“How is my patient going to respond 
if I find that the tumor has this or that 
genetic change or difference? What 
happens to the initial tumor after the 
patient has been treated?” These are 
critical questions for Dr. Rami Mahfouz, 
a leader in the field of molecular 
diagnostics and pathology and interim 
director of AUB’s Pillar Genomics 
Institute of Precision Medicine. 
His passion for new technologies 
surrounding genetic sequencing may 
well produce the “next generation” of 
treatments and advance the entire field 
of precision medicine. 

Dr. Mahfouz (MD, MPH (LabM), IFCAP) 
describes the institute as a unique 
referral center in the region. “During 
my training at Saint Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital in Memphis, 
Tennessee, my major focus was on these 
new technologies and how to bring 
them back to Lebanon. AUBMC is still a 
leading center in providing the state-of-
the-art technology assays.”

Next generation sequencing (NGS) is a 
new technology that detects the unique 

genetic makeup of each patient. 
Pathologists search for indicators, 
or for what Dr. Mahfouz refers to as 
“biomarkers,” that indicate whether 
the patient will be susceptible or 
resistant to a certain treatment. NGS 
identifies this unique genetic makeup 
and helps the physician select the 
precise treatment for the patient. 
This new era of precision medicine will 
hopefully enable targeted treatment for 
every patient. 

“The benefit here is that we are offering 
a ‘direct therapy’—killing only the bad 
cells that have the genetic mutation or 
change while avoiding the negative side 
effects of regular chemotherapy, which 
also kills good cells. The next-generation 
sequencers are extremely sensitive 
machines that read the patient’s samples 
over 500 times—and in some cases, 
1,000 times—delivering information 
with a high degree of accuracy,” 
says Dr. Mahfouz. “AUBMC’s team 
of bioinformaticians helps read this 
information for diagnosis, treatment, 
and post-treatment evaluation of any 
residual disease. Our next step is 

promoting more assays or analyses 
and getting back our referrals from 
neighboring countries as soon as 
COVID-19 recedes. AUB is expanding its 
horizons as a research hub, positioning 
the Pillar Genomics Institute for 
booming growth in the near future,”  
Dr. Mahfouz explains, with “infectious” 
enthusiasm. 

 This new era of 
precision medicine 
will hopefully enable 
targeted treatment for 
every patient. 

Next generation 
sequencing 



WAAAUB Events 
and Announcements

Recently Elected

Maya El Hajjar, 
President

Hassan A. Chamseddine,  
President 

Maissam Nimer, 
President

Reem B. Saleh,  
President

Rim Bassil,  
President

Alfred Maksoud,  
President

Australia Chapter 
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Elizabeth Woller (MA ’12) 
Youth and Information Officer:  
Serge Marashlian (BEN ’99, MEN ’01) 
Cultural and Social Officer:  
Wissam Kazzaz (BA ’96)

 

Germany Chapter 

President: Rim Bassil (BBA ’05) 
Vice President: Ali Hussein Kaouk  
(BS ’06) 
Treasurer: Bilal Khaddaj (BEN ’05)
Secretary: Dima Al Munajed (BA ’06)
Members at Large: Omar Al Moughrabi 
(BEN ’15), Sabine Maamari (BS ’15), 
Mohamad Ali Bitar (BEN ’11, MEN ’13), 
Jinan I. Abi Jumaa (BS ’12, MPH ’15),  
Rudy G. Spiridon (BAR ’12)

 

Houston Chapter 

President: Alfred Maksoud  
(BS ’84, MS ’86, MD ’89)  
Vice President: Christelle Chacar  
(BS ’05, MD ’09)  
Treasurer: Hala Charafeddine 
(BA ’86, MA ’88)  
Secretary: Mona Duna (BS ’87) 
Members at Large: Hatem Alrais (BE ’07), 
Maya El Hariri (BS ’99), Suheil Ghaoui 
(former student), Zeina Ghossoub (BS ’93, 
MS ’97), Nidal Moukaddam (BS ’95, MD ’99), 
Mona Tabbit (BS ’95), Grace Zoorob (BS ’86) 

Ivory Coast Chapter

President: Hassan A. Chamseddine (BEN ’13)
Vice President: Saad Assaad El-Dawi (BBA ’04)
Treasurer: Batoul Hamdan (BS ’14)  
General Secretary: Mazen Azzi (BA ’13) 
Members at Large: Rania Saab (BGD ’99),  
Vahe Seropian (BEN ’92)
 

Turkey Chapter

President: Maissam Nimer (BS ’03) 
Vice President: Afif Tabsch  
(BS ’09, MA ’16) 
Treasurer: Farah El Derbi (BS ’15) 
Secretary: Souad Osseiran (BA ’09)
Member at Large: Rihab Fattouh (BS ’94)
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Alumni elect representatives 
to the BOT and the WAAAUB 
Advisory Board

The Worldwide Alumni Association of 
AUB (WAAAUB) conducted elections 
in spring 2022 for three alumni-
elected trustee positions and four 
elected positions to the Advisory 
Board. The three alumni elected to 
the Board of Trustees (Ricardo Karam, 
BS Chemistry ’91; Sarine Karajerjian, 
BS Environmental Health ’04, MS 
Environmental Sciences ’11; and 
Kamel Wehbe, BA Political Studies 
’21) were approved by the AUB Board 
of Trustees on May 12, 2022. They will 
join the board in March 2023, replacing 
Ghassan Abou-Alfa (BS Biology ’88, 
MD ’92), Leila Bissat (BA Sociology 
’76), and Salwa Darraj (BBA ’13), who 
currently represents young alumni. 

The four alumni elected to the 
WAAAUB Advisory Board (Nour Bitar 
Hajj, BBA ’07, MBA ’12, representing 
Lebanon; Antoine Tayar, BA ’89, 
representing North America; 
Wadad El Housseini, BA ’88, MA 
’94, representing MENA; and Nour 
Ramadan, MS ’18, the young alumni 
representative; and five alumni 
appointed by the president: Walid Ali 
Ahmad (BE ’88); Asma Ghannam (BS 
Nursing ’82); Muwaffak Bibi (BBA ’77); 
Maya El Hajjar (BBA ’09); and Eliza 
Markidou (BS Biology ’84). They will 
begin their terms on July 1, 2022. These 
nine alumni will join the nine alumni 
elected and appointed in fall 2019 
whose terms on the Advisory Board 
will end in 2024. (You can find a list 
and short bios for all Advisory Board 
members on the WAAAUB website.)

In the February 16, 2022 President’s 
Perspective, President Khuri spoke 
about the important role that WAAAUB 
plays ensuring that “communication 
flows freely between alumni and 
their alma mater.” He went on to note, 

“Our alumni wish to support their 
university, financially and otherwise, 
but they want a seat at the table in 
determining its destiny. In fact, they 
do have a seat at the table, with three 
alumni-elected members of the Board 
of Trustees, as well as a very active and 
influential WAAAUB Advisory Board.” 

More than 4,700 alumni (out of 49,000 
alumni for whom we have valid email 
addresses) in 87 countries voted in the 
WAAAUB 2022 elections, yielding a 
participation rate of 9.6 percent. 

“We were delighted that many more 
alumni voted in these elections 
than in fall 2019, but we will be 
working hard to get even greater 
participation in future WAAAUB 
elections,” commented WAAAUB 
General Secretary and alumna 
Lina Jazi. She went on to thank the 
members of the WAAAUB Nominating 
Committee (Abdallah Darwiche, BE 
’75, committee chair; Rim J. Bassil, 
BBA ’05; Fuad El Rassi, BS Chemistry 
’02, MD ’06; Hamdun A. Hameed, BA 
Economics ’85; and Haya Imam, BBA 
’99), for “doing a terrific job under a 
very tight deadline.”

Alumni in 

countries cast ballots

 4,717

Number of alumni voters

Most ballots received from: 

Lebanon US UAE

87 
 Our alumni wish to 

support their university, 
financially and 
otherwise, but they want 
a seat at the table in 
determining its destiny. 
In fact, they do have a 
seat at the table. 



 I want to support Charles’ legacy 
and also the important work that 
AUB is doing to promote better 
understanding between the Arab 
world and the United States.   
Chinyeh Hostler - US 

 We were struck by the diversity 
and pluralism of AUB and Beirut. It 
is something we love and continue to 
admire – and want to support. 
Ken and Marjorie Sauer - US 

 All Lebanese Nigeria Initiative 
members have an appreciation for 
the incredible contribution that 
AUB makes educating students from 
Lebanon, the region, and beyond.   
Faysal M. El-Khalil (BA ’69) - Nigeria 

 This university is an important  
oasis for us, an island.   
Oussama Aboughazale (BBA ’70) - Chile 

 It was at AUB that I met some  
of the finest and greatest minds.
Woonkee Jo (BS ’19) - South Korea 

 AUB’s beacon shines so bright that 
its light can be seen from Australia.  
Maya El Hajjar (BBA ’09) - Australia 

AUB has received support from donors in 85 countries (shaded in the map above) for BOLDLY AUB: The Campaign to Lead, Innovate, and Serve, 
including 26 countries (shaded with diagonal slashes) in which we have alumni chapters: Australia, Bahrain, Canada, Cyprus, Egypt, France, 
Germany, Greece, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Maldives, Nigeria, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, 
UAE, UK, US.

Friends worldwide
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North American alumni reunion

Together again
Alumni and friends gathered in 
Huntington Beach, California, on 
February 18–20, 2022. The sunsets 
were incredible. What everyone 
remembers most, however, is the joy 
of being together—in person—for the 
first time in too long. There were also 
informative panel discussions on the 
pandemic, entrepreneurship, and 
animation; musical performances by 
Leila Milki and Pianista by Gary and 
Dany; entertainment by alumnus and 
stand-up comedian Nemr; and a gala 
dinner featuring a keynote address by 
President Khuri and the presentation 

of a plaque to Ann Kerr-Adams, 
trustee emerita, by the Southern 
California WAAAUB alumni chapters 
“in deep appreciation of her service 
and dedication.”  
“Before the weekend was even over, 
I was being asked about when we 
would be organizing the next alumni 
reunion,” said Lina Jazi, associate vice 
president for alumni relations in North 
America. “I guess that means everyone 
had a good time! We also raised money 
for student scholarships and patients 
at the AUB Medical Center, which 
is great.”

3  
alumni chapter 

hosts

11 
 US states 

& Lebanon 
represented

13 
panelists 

130 
donors

2 
glorious 
sunsets

300 
attendees

3 
academic  

panels

1 
superb emcee 

(Nemr)

$240,000
raised



Class Notes

1950s

1960s

Raja T. Nasr (BBA ’50), EdD, 
received his master’s and doctoral 
degrees from the University of 
Michigan. He is currently professor 
emeritus at Marymount University. 
He was formerly director of the 
Center for English Language 
Research and Teaching at AUB. 
During his long professional career, 
he trained teachers in 21 countries 
and consulted with 16 governments 
in Asia, Africa, Europe, and the US. 
He has also published several books 
and articles about education and 
applied linguistics.

Samir Sanbar (BBA ’53) writes, 
“After graduating from AUB, I worked 
in Beirut as a journalist before joining 
the UN in New York. I spent more than 
30 years at the UN, rising through 
the ranks, and was head of the UN 
Department of Public Information. I 
worked with five Secretaries-General 
and traveled with them on their 
official visits to the region. I write 
about this in my recent book, Inside 
the United Nations in a Leaderless 
World. I am now retired and live in 
New York, just half a block away from 
AUB’s New York office.”  

Ann McGurk (former student 
1954–56) writes, “I am alive and well 
and living in Litchfield, Connecticut. 
I am still in touch with Amie Hoeger. 
I would love to hear from anyone who 
knew me at AUB. I promise to write 
back. I’ve done a lot of traveling over 

the years but am now pretty much 
housebound, but up and about so I 
can write or phone easily and seem 
to have most of my wits about me. I 
enjoyed my time in the Middle East, 
remember the views from the campus 
across the bay, meals at Uncle Sam’s, 
snacks in the West Hall coffee shop, 
walks on the campus, and talks with 
friends. What do you remember? 
Sending a hug and hoping to hear 
from more than one of you.”

Sabih Kukhun (BS ’63) writes, 
“After graduating with my degree 
in pharmacy with distinction, I 
worked briefly in Palestine and 
Lebanon before settling in Kuwait in 
1965, where I got a job as a medical 
representative for a multinational 
company and got married to Raja’ 
Al-Adham. Our daughter, Lina, was 
born in Kuwait. In 1971, we moved 
to Lebanon where I was the sales 
supervisor for the Middle East. 
When the civil war broke out, the 
office was relocated to Athens, 
where I was promoted to Middle East 
sales manager.” 

Marcel Saghir (BS ’59, MD ’63) 
writes, “I am an emeritus professor of 
psychiatry at Washington University 
School of Medicine in St. Louis. I 
retired about six years ago. My wife 
Jane and I spend the winters at our 
home on Sanibel Island in Florida 
and the rest of the time in St. Louis, 
Missouri. We have three children and 

seven grandchildren. We remain 
committed and supportive of AUB 
and its mission and contribute to 
its financial resources and to the 
support of scholarships for Lebanese 
students.” 

James Starling (former student 
1963–64) is a retired general 
surgeon. He spent his career at the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison, 
but is now living in Chapel Hill, NC. 
He writes, “The fondest memories  
of my junior year abroad at AUB  
are of my two Palestinian 
roommates, Mohammed Younis and 
Mahmoud Saleh.”

Yvon Elias Araktingi (BS ’65) 
writes, “After all these years, I still 
have fond vivid memories of the years 
I spent at AUB. I think of them as the 
best years of my life! I had excellent 
multinational professors who were 
well versed in the latest developments 
in their fields such as chemistry, 
geology, or Islamic science. When I 
came to the US to obtain my PhD, I 
was well prepared for the challenge. I 
am now retired and living in Phoenix, 
Arizona, where I enjoy the winters 
and our grandson and traveling to La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, for the summers. 
If you happen to be in any of these 
areas, please look me up, fellow 
alumni and friends, so we can chat 
about those beautiful days we spent 
together at our alma mater, AUB!” 

Andres Espinal (BA ’65) writes, 
“I am from the Dominican Republic 
and studied at AUB between 1960 
and 1965 when my father was a 
diplomat in Lebanon. After finishing 

my studies, I worked briefly in Qatar 
with the McDermott Company before 
returning to the Dominican Republic 
to take a position at the Central Bank, 
where I spent 30 years. I rose to the 
4th highest position at the bank. 
I am now 82 years old and retired. 
I am in good health and enjoy playing 
golf and having a good time with my 
four grandchildren. Greetings to my 
companions of yesterdays!” 

Najla Hamadeh (BA ’65, MA ’72), 
PhD, writes “Between my two AUB 
degrees, I got married and had 
two children, Bashir and Hibah. 
My third child, Zeina, was born 
after my master’s degree. I took the 
opportunity of the family’s fleeing 
the Lebanese Civil War to start 
studying for a PhD and graduated 
from Georgetown University in 1987. 
I taught at AUB for a decade and a 
half and part-time at LAU. My three 
children studied partly at AUB. Hibah 
worked at AUBMC as a physician and 
Zeina teaches anthropology at AUB.”

Haik Kurkdjian (BE ’66, ME ’68) 
is retired and living in Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada after a long career  
in civil engineering.

Muhammad A. Abu-Zaki  
(BE ’68) has spent more than 50 
years working in many countries, 
including Saudi Arabia, Australia, 
Lebanon, Jordan, and Oman in 
construction, design, construction 
supervision, and technical assistance 
(roads, bridges, railways). He is also 
an arbitrator, engineering expert, 
legal translator, and the owner and 
CEO of New DHR Est. He currently 
lives in Beirut.

Ahmad Awdeh (BA ’68, MA ’86) 
writes, “Taking a break from the 
tantalizing tales of the soaring cost 
of living here in Beirut, my wife and 
I regularly walk in the AUB campus. 
Our home is close to the university, 
in Ain Mrayseh. I spend most of my 
time reading and writing. My work 
on a book manuscript about prayer in 
Islam is about to end.” 

Mahmoud S. Ghandour (BE ’69) 
is eager to hear from any of his 
classmates

Georges Karawani (BE ’70, ME 
’72) is a director of special projects 
and renewable energy at Parkland 
Corporation. As president of 
Consultation Energy & Biodiesel Inc., 
he also consults on issues relating to 
the carbon economy. He previously 
worked for Imperial Oil Ltd (for 30 
years) and Olco/TransMontaigne (for 
7 years) in the field of the storage of 
petroleum products, biodiesel, and 
renewable energy. He is currently 
involved in developing fuel by 
pyrolysis of plastics and biomass 
to liquid project. Georges has been 
married for 44 years to Nadia. They 
have two sons (both engineers) and 
three grandsons—so far. He is a fan 
of blues jazz and enjoys walking, 
cycling, and sports in general. 

Evelyn A. Early (MA ’71) wrote her 
master’s thesis on the Amaliyya Shi’i 
Benevolent Society as an agent of 
modernization and her PhD thesis, 
at the University of Chicago, on the 
traditional women of Cairo, Egypt. 

1970s

Partnerships for AUB: Ajialouna
Ajialouna is a women-led association 
that sponsors community initiatives 
in a number of areas, including 
education. Through the Ajialouna-
PepsiCo Tomooh program, which it 
established in 2006, it has provided 
scholarships for thousands of Lebanese 
university students from economically 
disadvantaged communities—
including many AUB students. Since 
the fall of 2020, it has partnered with 
AUB on this wonderful program, which 
benefited 129 students in academic 
years 2020–21 and 2021–22.

 In the fall of 2021, Ajialouna and 
AUB began to partner on a new 
scholarship program, the Ajialouna 
Scholarship, which supported an 

additional 31 students in 2021–22. 
These scholarships are benefiting 
students like Anthony, who is 
majoring in biology; Omar, who will be 
graduating with a degree in computer 
and communication engineering in 
June; and Reem, who is a second-year 
nursing student. 

“We are very proud to partner with 
AUB and PepsiCo to support deserving 
students like Anthony, Omar, and 
Reem—and so many others,” says 
Ajialouna president Dr. Lina Zaim 
Dada. “We know that they are getting 
an exceptional education at AUB—
one that prepares them well for the 
challenges of today’s world.”
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Evelyn also published a monograph, 
“Baladi Women of Cairo Egypt: 
Playing with an Egg and a Stone,” and 
coedited three editions of a reader: 
“Everyday Life in the Muslim Middle 
East.” After an academic career (at 
the universities of Notre Dame, New 
Mexico, and Houston) she worked 
for USIA and the State Department 
in Khartoum, Damascus, Rabat, and 
Prague. She retired to Albuquerque 
where she volunteers in interfaith 
dialogue and policy projects. During 
the pandemic, she homeschooled 
three young children, including her 
grandson, Jordan.  

Amer Bibi (BBA ’72) has been living 
in Dubai for the last 37 years running 
his own business that produces food 
packaging items. His wife and three 
sons live in Toronto, Canada. Amer is 
a member of the Dubai and Northern 
Emirates Chapter leadership. 

Violet Sawan Chakhtoura (BA ’72) 
has been teaching at Broummana 
High School since graduating from 
AUB. She has also taught at Valley 
International School, Eastwood 
International School, and the Beirut 
Evangelical School for Girls & Boys in 
Rabieh. She would like to hear from 
former classmates.  

Douglas Magrath (MA ’73) writes, 
“Besides job hunting, I have been 
doing some volunteer work and 
writing short articles for TESOL 
Multibriefs. I help my sister with her 
Salvation Army work—ringing the 
bell and at the food bank. I also play 
my saxophone in the band at my local 
church. I am interested in the new 
AUB campus in Cyprus.” 

Wadia Ramadan (BS ’73) writes,  
“It is great to be in touch with AUB, 
the best university and most beautiful 
campus. I am a retired pharmacist 
and live in Lebanon. I volunteer at 
AliSEP, a local NGO helping multiple 
sclerosis patients.” 

1980s

Abdelatif Belmehdi (BS ’74) writes, 
“After graduation, I earned a master’s 
degree in agriculture at Oregon State 
University. I eventually settled in 
Morocco, where my American college 
education was not appreciated. It 
was somewhat frustrating at the 
beginning, but I persevered.  
Today, I am retired from the fertilizer 
industry and work from home as a 
translator. I never regret spending six 
marvelous years at AUB. Learning 
English at AUB was invaluable. 
Having a high sense of pride and 
dignity is another value that I learned 
at AUB. This sometimes got me into 
trouble in a world expecting full 
submission, but I prevailed ultimately 
and got a lot of respect for standing up 
for my solid principles.  
I enjoy my family—two children 
and four grandchildren. What 
else can one hope for, except a 
long life and a chance to watch 
grandchildren grow up?” 

Antoine Haddad (BE ’75) writes, 
“We organized a class reunion for our 
electrical engineering class of 1975 
a few years ago. It was touching and 
interesting to see our classmates and 
friends 40 years after our graduation. 
We shared news about the paths we 
had traveled and our experiences. 
We also created a WhatsApp group to 
stay connected. The days we spend 
at university are no doubt memorable 
days to be cherished. We encourage 
all alumni to live this experience.” 

Tarek Afif (former student 1977–
80) writes, “Since my childhood 
studying at Choueifat School 
Lebanon, my dream was to study at 
AUB. In 1969, my family moved back 
to Yemen. I did not give up on my 
dream, though. In 1977, I traveled to 
Lebanon alone to fulfill my dream. 
I spent three years at AUB. It was 
tough being alone during the war. I 
decided to go to the US to continue 
my education, but my heart was still 
at AUB. After all these years my best 
friends are my AUB classmates and 
roommates. And today I am proud 
to be a member of the WAAAUB 
Ottawa Chapter.”  

Salim Mujais (BS ’74, MD ’78) 
writes, “I recently published Kahlil 
Gibran: Portraits. It examines the 
more than 50 portraits that Gibran 
produced between 1908 and 1928 in 
charcoal and in color and traces his 
relationship and correspondence with 
the subjects of the portraits. This is 
more than a collection of images. It 
is a social and intellectual history of 
the intelligentsia of the West in the 
early part of the 20th century. The 
book is in large format enriched with 
numerous illustrations and can be 
obtained from various retailers.” 

Faisal Y. El-Awar (BS ’79, MS ’81), 
PhD, writes “After graduating from 
AUB I earned a PhD in veterinary 
medical science at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
I worked for about 11 years as a 
research investigator at the University 
of Michigan Medical School and the 
Children’s Hospital in Cincinnati. This 
was followed by a complete career 
change as I became a quality engineer 
and engineering program manager at 
an automotive sensor manufacturing 
company (Amphenol) in St. Marys, 
Pennsylvania. For the past 20 years 
I have been an adjunct lecturer at 
Penn State DuBois in Pennsylvania. 
I am now retired, continuing my 
service to the community as a 
volunteer firefighter and emergency 
medical technician.”

Abed Salem (BBA ’79) earned 
an MA from Open University UK 
and a PhD from the University of 
Strathclyde. He is the author of 
Computer-Mediated Environment and 
Learner Support and was involved in 
the publication of the International 
Handbook of E-Learning, Volume 1: 
Theoretical Perspectives. He lives 
in Scotland, where he is retired and 
enjoys walking, pottery, and working 
with stained glass. 

James Reilly (MA ’81), PhD, is 
retiring after teaching Middle East 
history for 35 years at the University 
of Toronto. He is the author of Fragile 
Nation, Shattered Land: The Modern 
History of Syria (2019), The Ottoman 
Cities of Lebanon (2016), and A Small 
Town in Syria (2002). 

Mohammad Balaa (BA ’82, MBA 
’85) lives in Cyprus, where he 
founded M.O.G. Logistics & Trade 
LTD, a freight forwarding company. 
His son, Omar, who specializes in 
the marine industry, recently joined 
the company, which is now offering 
new services. Mohammad writes, 
“Education broadens the mind. I am 
thankful to Dr. Clement Henry, who 
was dean of the business school, and 
helped me get a scholarship for the 
last two semesters. I learned a lot 
from him.”

Fadi Jardali (BS ’85), PhD, writes, 
“Following graduation I went to 
the UK to continue my studies in 
chemical engineering. I taught 
briefly at Bahrain University in the 
early 1990s before deciding to join 
the petrochemical industry in Saudi 
Arabia as a development engineer 
working on new projects and leading 
a small team. The journey was 
compelling, and the exposure was 
substantial, as the process entails 
identification, conceptual outline, 
engineering work, licensing, tender 
launching, and project execution. I 
have not met many AUB graduates 
working in this field but have met 
quite a few with civil and mechanical 
engineering backgrounds working 
in oil and gas as well as contracting. 
AUB gives alumni a unique culture 
and deep-rooted ambition as well 
as a sense of direction to grow and 
succeed and nurture skills.”

Rula Jamil Yazigy (BA, TD ’85, 
MA ’87) earned a PhD in England 
in 1991. She is currently a professor 
of applied linguistics at Lebanese 
University, Faculty of Letters and 
Human Sciences, the English MA 
general coordinator, and a member of 
the Doctorate School Committee.

Rami Chidiac (BBA ’87), PhD, is 
the founder of ISO Liban. He has 
been working in quality consulting 
and training for 25 years. He has 
also done some part-time university 
teaching. He writes, “If anyone needs 
ISO certification, please contact me. It 
would also be a good chance to meet 
again. God Bless you all!” 

Rana Zeine (BS ’83, MD ’87), 
PhD, MBA is currently an adjunct 
at Kean University and visiting 
professor at Chamberlain University 
College of Nursing in New Jersey. She 
teaches biology of cancer, biological 
aspects of aging, microbiology, and 
immunology. Dr. Zeine was recently 
interviewed by a science reporter 
who summarized the findings of the 
systematic review article by Zeine 
and her former medical students 
(open access at https://www.mdpi.
com/2227-9059/10/3/539/htm) on the 
effects of cannabinoids in multiple 
sclerosis and experimental models 
of demyelination on Managed 
Healthcare Executive. (https://www.
managedhealthcareexecutive.com/
view/cbd-thc-show-promise-in-ms-
but-more-research-is-needed)

Hanan Hamdan (BS ’89, MS ’19) 
writes, “I got married shortly after 
graduation and moved to Abu Dhabi, 
where I worked at the International 
School of Choueifat for 15 years as 
a physics and science teacher. I 
returned to Lebanon and after two 
years of hard and challenging (and 
enjoyable) work, I completed my 
master’s in energy studies at AUB, 
a university we all cherish and are 
proud of. Unfortunately, because of 
the tough situation in our beloved 

country, we had to move back to Abu 
Dhabi, where we are residing now, 
praying constantly for the safety and 
sovereignty of Lebanon and all fellow 
Lebanese citizens.” 

Gaby Nasr (BE ’89) writes, “I worked 
in diverse fields, including oil field 
exploration, services, and production 
in the republic of Yemen until 1998. 
Since 1998, I have been the technical 
and investment director at the North 
Lebanon Water Establishment, which 
is responsible for studying, investing, 
renovating, and maintaining water 
projects that are related to the 
production and distribution of potable 
water, irrigation, and to the collection 
and treatment of wastewater schemes 
to ensure that water resources are 
preserved and the quantity and 
quality of water targeted to citizens is 
sustained, as water is life.” 

Nada Fattouh (BA ’90, MA ’97) 
writes, “I am currently a PhD student 
at the Lebanese University, an 
administrative assistant at LWIS-
CiS, and the English coordinator at 
the Lebanese University, Faculty of 
Engineering-Branch 3. I am happily 
married with two beautiful children: 
Farah, a first-year fashion design 
student at USJ, and Hashem, a 10th-
grade student. My AUB experience 
has been one of a kind, and I truly feel 
proud to be an AUB alumna.”

Zeina Nehme (BSN ’90) relocated 
to London in April 2022 to work as a 
nurse at one of the best hospitals in 
the city. She writes, “I recently had 
the opportunity to tell people about 
my beloved university—the American 
University of Beirut. I was so proud to 

1990s
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Zeina Al Masri (BBA ’01) lives in 
Doha, Qatar with her family, which 
includes three kids, ages 16, 13, and 
8, and a crazy teenage dog named 
Axl. She is the sales and marketing 
director of Quest, Doha’s first indoor 
theme park, which holds two 
Guinness World Records. She writes, 
“After specializing in the retail/mall 
industry for 10 years, I decided to 
explore the entertainment industry 
for a change. It’s been 21 years since 
graduation, but I can still vividly 
remember every detail of AUB’s 
gorgeous campus and the nostalgic 
memories it holds.”

Shafic Sraj (BS ’97, MD ’01) is 
an associate professor at the West 
Virginia University Department of 
Orthopaedics, where he has been 
instrumental in developing and 
launching the office-based, wide-
awake orthopaedic and hand surgery 
service. Dr. Sraj has served on several 
US clinical practice guideline boards 
and assumed several leadership 
roles, including serving on the board 
of directors of the West Virginia 
Orthopaedic Society and as president 
of the West Virginia State Medical 
Association. Among his current 
projects are establishing a state-wide 
physician leadership program and 
a healthcare policy network—and 
pursuing an MBA degree, which he 
expects to receive in summer 2022. 
He enjoys family life with his wife, 
Marwa Beydoun, and their two 
children, Karim (14) and Rayan (11). 

Mayssa Farran (BA ’02) is a senior 
relationship manager in the Corporate 
Department at Bankmed.

May Bahjat Kanounji (BA ’03, MA 
’05) writes, “Recognized by Forbes as 
one of the top 50 impactful marketing 
and communications executives in 
2020, I’m now the managing director 
of BloomingWear, a leading retailer 
in the GCC. Based in KSA, I’ve spent 
the last 20 years of my professional 
life building brand reputations in the 
fashion and retail industry. When I 
reflect on those distant years at AUB, 
I can’t but recognize the central role 
this institution played in shaping 
the leader in me. It goes back to the 
opportunity I was given as founder 
and president of the Poetry Club. I 
learned that life without a vision or a 
dream is not worth living, that giving 
is key, and that hard work is the luck 
you need to succeed.”

Sylvie Maalouf Kassouf (BS ’03) 
writes, “After graduation, I worked for 
a software company in Lebanon for 
about a year before realizing that a life 
of programming was not for me. So, I 
moved to the US where I obtained an 
MA in international economic policy 
from George Washington University in 

Assaad Mazloum (BS ’93, MD ’98) 
lives in Broummana, where he has a 
private clinic (internal medicine).  He 
writes, “I always have nostalgia for 
my old beautiful times at AUB and 
would like to send a warm ‘hi’ to all 
my classmates and to all the faculty 
members who mentored me.”

Nadine Kondouroujian (BA ’94) 
writes, “After graduating from AUB, 
I accepted an offer for what I thought 
would be a one-year teaching position 
in Abu Dhabi. Twenty-seven years and 
seven children later, I am still living 
and working in this country that has 
offered me a second home! AUB will 
always hold a special place in my 
heart, though. I was blessed to have 
teachers who inspired and motivated 
me to excel, and even more blessed 
to have a father who did not allow 
me to quit when I was at a low point 
and ready to give up. My dream was 
that my children would also be able 
to graduate from AUB, and although 
my beloved Lebanon’s circumstances 
have not helped this aspiration of 
mine become a reality, I haven’t given 
up hope—and never will!” 

Wissam Halabi (BS ’95, MS ’97) 
writes, “I’m currently living in Dubai 
with my family—my lovely wife, 
Roula, and our two kids: Sharelle, 
who is 17, and Alessandro, who is 
12. I’ve been working in the animal 
health industry for the past 18 years 
and am currently the chairman and 
CEO at Glocal Consultancy FZCO, a 
company specialized in providing 
consultancy services to customers in 
MENA that are involved in the animal 
health and/or production business. 
I miss AUB in all its aspects and 
wish its management and students 
continued success.” 

Carla Abou Mrad (BA ’96) writes, 
“I moved to Geneva, Switzerland, 
in 2006. I have been working for 
the World Health Organization 
since 2008 as a technical officer for 
multilingual publishing and joint 
collaborations with UN agencies and 
intergovernmental organizations.”

Zeina El Hajj Iyamah (BS ’97) earned 
a master’s degree in forest resources 
from the University of Idaho in 2003. 
She worked for UN-ESCWA from 2005 to 
2018. She has been working at the UN 
headquarters in New York since 2019. 

2000s

2007. I worked as a consultant for the 
World Bank for a while, after which I 
moved to Doha, Qatar, in 2010, where 
I was an economic policy adviser for 
the Ministry of Development Planning 
and Statistics. In 2016, I moved to 
the private sector, taking a role at 
EY MENA. In 2020, I joined Qatar 
Foundation as programs manager 
for the Policy Hub within the CEO 
Office. On a more personal note, after 
my diagnosis with type-1 diabetes, 
I cofounded the National Diabetes 
Organization-DiaLeb (dialeb.org)in 
Lebanon in 2011.”

Ali Abdul-Sater (MS ’05) completed 
his PhD in immunology at the 
University of California in 2010, was 
a postdoctoral fellow at Columbia 
University, and then did postdoctoral 
training at the University of Toronto. 
He is currently an associate professor 
and York Research Chair at the 
Faculty of Health at York University. 
He has been recognized with several 
prestigious awards, including the 
Stars Career Development Award 
from the Arthritis Society, a Research 
Chair in the Regulatory Mechanisms 
of Inflammation from York 
University, and the Bhagirath Singh 
Early Career Award in Infection 
and Immunity from the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research. 

Racil Charara (BS ’06) writes, 
“After graduation, I went to the 
US for an internship at Ohio State 
University and then to Italy to pursue 
a master’s degree in land and water 
resources management. Since then, 
I have been working on the interface 
between rural development and 
the environment. I have worked 
with several international donors, 
including USAID, the EU, and the 
Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
in Germany.” 

Sara Farhat Jarrar (BS ’06, MS 
’10) spent four years as a research 
assistant at FAFS before moving to 
Minnesota (her birthplace). She is 
now a proud stay-at-home mom of 
two daughters. Still a nutritionist 
at heart, she has done freelance 
nutritional counselling over the years 
and recently published her first book, 
Homemade: Made Healthy & Whole: 
A Flavor of Lebanese Cooking and 
Other Healthy Recipes. Sara’s book 
is a nutrition guide on healthier 
eating and cooking, as well as a 
cookbook of over 100 recipes (many 
of which are Lebanese), all made 
with a healthy and whole twist. 
Her book is on Amazon worldwide 
and in select bookstores in various 
MENA countries. To connect with 

Our Legacy: 
Anna Al Hassan
“When you establish an endowed 
scholarship,” explains Anna Al Hassan, 
“it gives you hope and energy for the future.” 
Al Hassan has supported two scholarships 
at AUB—one in the memory of Mohammad 
Hassan El-Chaar, who was just 16 when he was 
killed in an explosion, and the second in the 
memory of her late husband, General Wissam 
Al Hassan. “I did not know Mohammad, but 
his death shocked me. I immediately thought, 
‘This could have been one of my sons.’ So, 
when his parents asked me to support the 
scholarship that they were establishing at AUB 
in their son’s name, I did not hesitate.” 

It was her involvement in the Mohammad 
Hassan El-Chaar Memorial Scholarship that 
inspired her to do something similar in the 
name of her late husband. “In this way, I am 
helping current and future students at AUB—
and keeping the name of my late husband 
alive.” Anna hopes that she is also inspiring 
her sons to support scholarships at AUB. 
“I want them to continue what I have started,” 
she says. Anna has had a chance to meet some 
of the students who have benefited from these 
two scholarships. “I can’t tell you how good 
a feeling this is—your heart soars when you 
see the impact you are having. It’s amazing,” 
she says. 

inform everyone that I got my BSN 
at AUB—one of the best universities 
in the world. I will always cherish 
the moments there. I am so proud 
to have been an AUB student. God 
Bless AUB.”

Lina Akula (BS ’91) writes, 
“Greetings from London, where  
I currently reside with my husband 
and son. We chose to embark on a 
new adventure of teaching on a new 
continent. I love being in London 
because it is close to Beirut, where 
my heart is ALL the time. I got a 
part-time job at the American School 
in London. I speak Arabic with some 
of the faculty and staff I work with 
and with people I come across on 
the red bus, even in Middle Eastern 
grocery stores, and sometimes when 
walking down the street. London is 
so diverse. I trained this year with an 
amazing group of women and ran a 
half marathon in Berlin. It was tough, 
but I was prepared. It was a huge 
accomplishment!”

Georges El Achkar (BBA ’91) 
writes, “I have been working in the 
shipping industry since I graduated 
31 years ago—and for Evergreen Line, 
a leader in the container industry, for 
29 years. I have held the position of 
executive director since 2008.” 

Hatem El Omari (BE ’93) lives 
in Canada, where he works as a 
business technology analyst for the 
Government of Ontario. 

Bassem Abi-Farah (BE ’94) 
writes, “I am currently working in 
the US, where I am building and 
managing 5G-related technologies 
for a major US telecommunications 
company. Moreover, I am the author 
of Hundred Page 5G Book: In-Depth 
Coverage of 5G System Engineering 
and Architecture.”
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a part of who I am. I moved to the 
Woodlands, north of Houston, Texas, 
in September 2021 and am looking 
forward to being a part of the WAAAUB 
Houston Chapter and reaching out to 
new friends and alumni!”

Pierre Mouawad (BS ’07), MBA, 
writes, “I will cherish my AUB 
memories for the rest of my life. I’m 
longing for that college days’ feeling, 
the friendships I made, and the first 
real crush I had! I am now a senior 
laboratory director at Lenox Hill 
Hospital in New York City. I have a 
team of 230 employees who report to 
me, covering 16 different laboratory 
areas across two campuses. I thank 
AUB for the good times, for my 
accredited degree by the New York 
State Department of Education, and 
for the amazing culture it provides. 
If I ever move back to Lebanon, it 
would be my pleasure to work at AUB 
and AUBMC.”  

Nibal Nehme (BE ’07, MEM ’09) 
writes, “I recently took a break 
after a decade of working in the 
intralogistics field. The journey 
was amazing. I worked in the GCC 
and West Africa, gaining great 
experience and inspiration. I am now 
back in Lebanon, on a short break. 
I was recently certified as a project 
management professional by the 
Project Management Institute.”

Annie Seferian (BBA ’08) writes, 
“I lost my career and house from 
the blast. It was the biggest alarm. 
I decided to run for parliament 
elections 2022. Many shunned my 
decision. I was threatened for daring, 
and even lost my job for trying. 
This is the last chance before the 
complete brain drain takes over. 
I hope that, through the highest 
form of women empowerment, I will 
be able to support gender inclusive 
investments, operational excellence 
through accountability and 
transparency, national production, 
revive the economy through startups, 

tech, oil, and youth employability so 
that they too can have life and have  
it abundantly.”

Manal Abdel Samad (MBA 
’09), PhD, writes, “as minister of 
information for Lebanon (2020–21), 
I left my distinctive fingerprints in 
the media field by proposing the 
development of a modern integrated 
media platform and suggesting a 
media law that focused on press 
freedom, journalists’ rights, 
digital media innovation and 
transformation, digital literacy, and 
other advancements in the field. 
I also launched several awareness 
campaigns (such as about COVID-19, 
cybersecurity, and access to 
information), with relevant national 
and multinational institutions, and 
initiated a campaign at the Arab 
Countries’ League to nominate Beirut 
as an ‘Arab Media Capital’ for 2023. 
I also initiated a master archiving 
plan for public media outlets 
(television, radio, and news agency).” 

Amani Hassan (MS ’09), PhD, 
writes, “I am currently a postdoc 
research fellow at the Montreal 
General Hospital, affiliated with 
McGill University in Montreal, 
Canada. My research is focused 
on understanding molecular 
mechanisms of squamous cell 
carcinomas. Best of luck to all the 
members of the AUB community!”

Sara, follow her on Instagram (@
homemade_healthyandwhole) or 
Facebook (Sara Farhat Jarrar). 

Nesrine Abou Mehdi (BS ’07, MS 
’12) is an advisor at the AUB Office of 
Admissions. She writes, “As part of 
my work, we meet with prospective 
students and organize recruitment 
events. Our team informs students 
and families about the application 
process, admission requirements, 
financial aid, and enrollment steps.” 

Mira El Masri (MS ’07) worked 
in Lebanon for five years at the 
Industrial Research Institute after 
graduation. She then got married 
and moved to Montreal, where she is 
currently working as an analyst and 
chemist in the Metals Department at 
Bureau Veritas. She is a member of 
the Chemist Order in Quebec and has 
three children. 

Roy Janho (BE ’07, ME ’08) writes, 
“I am writing this from my office in 
Dubai, which overlooks the Sheikh 
Zayed Road and the Metro. I must 
admit to occasionally zoning out 
and reminiscing about my summer 
internship here in 2006. I remember 
being excited to share my experience 
with my colleagues and talk about 
the tremendous projects that were 
shaping Dubai, while Lebanon was 
recovering from the July War. I always 
asked myself if Lebanon would ever 
witness such economic growth. I 
hope that by the time you read this 
note, you will have voted in the 
parliamentary elections and will join 
me in praying for Lebanon’s social 
and economic recovery.” 

Imad Maarouf (BE ’07) writes, “This 
year marks 15 years since graduation. 
What a journey it has been! For most of 
these 15 years, I have worked in the UAE 
and Kuwait and made lots of business 
trips to other countries—including 
Iraq. AUB has, is, and will always be 

Manal Rahal (MSBA ’19) writes, 
“I was part of the very first Master of 
Science in Business Analytics (MSBA) 
cohort at AUB and feel lucky to have 
had the chance to study data science 
at such a prestigious university. I am 
currently working as a PhD researcher 
at Karlstad University. My research 
is focused on investigating the 
application of machine learning in 
synthesis and analysis of innovative 
therapeutic drugs. I hope I advance 
in my research to collaborate with 
researchers from AUB on unlocking 
the promising potential of machine 
learning in making life better for 
future generations.”

Ghada Merhi Bleik (MA ’20) 
moved to New York after earning 
her master’s degree in education. 
She is working on getting certified 
to teach in the state of New York. 
She writes, “I am also looking into 
joining a PhD program—hopefully 
as soon as possible. It is somewhat 
of a relief living outside Lebanon at 
the moment where your basic human 
rights are taken care of, but there is 
absolutely nowhere like home!” 

Talal Adel Chami (MA ’21) 
is an accomplished—and very 
busy—TV producer and director 
as well as a media consultant and 
communication strategist. An 
author and blogger, his most recent 
publication is an e-novel titled 
Improvisations on Peppermint 
Frappé for Munich 1972 Vol. 1. Chami 
is also the founder of The Axles of My 
Wagon Wheels, a blog on which he 
publishes short-loops in one act, an 
innovative fiction concept of his own 
creation. He is an editorial board 
member of Wendigo.co, a literary 
journal/platform founded to publish 
unconventional and diverse authors 
and stories. As a producer/TV 

director, he has completed projects in 
Damascus, Amman, Manama, Doha, 
Tunisia, Tripoli, Casablanca, Paris, 
and Seoul, to name a few. 

Shereen Makarem (former 
student 2002–05, 2021–22) is 
currently pursuing an MA degree in 
art history and curation at AUB. She 
is a mother to Adel and Laith and 
the creative designer/owner of the 
Maison Makarem brand in London. 

Georges Mourad (BE ’10, ME ’13) 
writes, “In addition to my degrees 
from AUB, I earned an MBA from 
IE Business School in July 2021. I 
worked for DAR as an electrical 
engineer in Beirut and the UAE, 
then joined AECOM in 2017 as a 
senior electrical engineer, before 
returning to DAR in 2019 as a senior 
projects coordinator. I have been 
living with my family in Abu Dhabi 
since 2017 and recently became a 
father of two. With everything that 
is happening around, I try my best 
to always find time for sports and 
outdoor activities. I am eager to 
meet and/or catch up with friends 
and classmates whenever possible.”

Sarah Boukhari (BBA ’12) writes, 
“It’s been quite an exciting journey 
since graduating in 2012! I started 
my career with PwC for five years 
and then pursued my MBA degree at 
INSEAD, which was a whirlwind of 
an experience that took me around 
Europe and Southeast Asia. Post-
graduation I moved to London for three 
years, also in the financial services 
sector but focusing on investment 
banking data analytics. I recently 
moved to the UAE and have joined the 
family business, which specializes in 
construction contracting.” 

Ziad Rabih Ghandour (MA ’12) 
writes, “On February 7, 2022, I 
successfully defended my PhD 
thesis titled “Quality Competition 
in Regulated Markets” with high 
distinction from the School of 
Economics and Management at the 
University of Minho, Portugal. The 
journey resulted in three publications 
in international peer-reviewed 
journals. I am currently working 
as an economist at the Portuguese 
Competition Authority.” 

2010s

2020s

To reach out to these alumni, 
and others, visit the AUB 
Alumni Online Directory. 
Search for fellow AUBites  
and contact them through  
the platform. 
If you need assistance 
registering or logging in, contact 
the Office of Alumni Relations at  
alumni@aub.edu.lb.
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Laurice Khoury Maalouf  
(BA Psychology ’45) passed away on 
September 1, 2021, after a long and 
wonderful life. After graduating from 
AUB, she and her sister, Jamilé (BA ’46, 
MA ’48) traveled to London, where Laurice 
earned a master’s degree from King’s 
College. Laurice and her late husband, 
Khalil Mikhail Maalouf (BA ’41, BSCE ’45), 
a pioneering engineering professor at AUB, 
former president of the Order of Engineers, 
and founder of Dar Al-Handasah-ACE, will 
always be remembered for their gracious 
and generous hospitality and love of AUB. 

Laurice was especially involved with the 
Women’s Auxiliary, which was established 
in 1950 to support the AUB Medical Center, 
as both a long-time member and president. 
Laurice lies in peace along with her late 
son, Michael (BA’ 71), and late daughter, 
Lina (BA ’72 MA ’76). She is survived by 
her son, Ramzi; her brothers, Dr. Asaad 
(MD ’49) and Georges Khoury; and 
grandchildren, Fouad, Tarek, Lily, Khalil, 
Ramzy, Sana, Clovis (BA ’11), and Mark (BS 
’14). The Laurice Khoury Maalouf Scholarship 
was established in her memory by her son 
Ramzi and his wife, Rita Clovis Maalouf. 

Laurice Khoury Maalouf    
(BA Psychology ’45) 

Sami Jabra Obeid (BA ’45, MD ’49) was born 
in Beirut, Lebanon in 1924. He passed away 
at his home in Fremont, California on April 9, 
2022. Dr. Obeid was among the early pioneers 
of modern surgical techniques and training in 
Lebanon and the region. During these years 
he trained with Joseph McDonald and John 
Wilson, who were in Beirut establishing the 
country’s first surgical residency program. 
Between 1954–57, Dr. Obeid completed his 

surgical residency at Columbia Presbyterian 
in New York. After returning to Beirut, Dr. 
Obeid worked at AUB Hospital, where he 
continued to operate until 2006, training 
generations of surgeons who still practice 
today. In his nearly century of life, Dr. Obeid 
nurtured a love of family, travel, and poetry. 
He continued to translate French and Arabic 
verses until his death.

Halim Daniel (BBA ’52) passed away 
in Paris on November 4, 2021. He was 
born in Tartous, Syria, on February 28, 
1928. He started his primary education at 
Mission laïque française in Tartous and 
later completed his high school studies at 
the Tripoli Boys School in Lebanon, from 
which he graduated in 1948. After earning 
his BBA at AUB, Mr. Daniel had a long 
and distinguished career in banking and 
trade. He was especially active in sector 
investment and development projects in 
the Levant, Europe, and the United States. 

A generous philanthropist who supported 
many educational and religious initiatives, 
Mr. Daniel was also a strong proponent of 
intercultural dialogue. He was nominated 
in 1986 for the Archonte Deputatus by the 
Oecumenic Patriarchate. He will be especially 
remembered at AUB, where his son, Jamal, 
made a transformative gift in 2018 to name 
the Halim and Aida Daniel Academic and 
Clinical Center. He is survived by his wife 
Aida and their four children, Ramzi, Jamal, 
Roualla, and Rami, and their families.

Sami Jabra Obeid   
(BA ’45, MD ’49) 

Halim Daniel  
(BBA ’52) 
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In Memoriam
Adel Afifi  

(BA ’51, MD ’57) 

Polyvios Constantine 
Vintiadis  
(BE ’59) 

Alumni Adel Afifi (BA ’51, MD ’57) passed away on 
October 18, 2021, in his home in Iowa City, 
Iowa, with his daughter and son at his side. 
He was born on October 19, 1930, in Akka 
(Acre), Palestine. Forced to escape his home 
in Palestine during the Nakba in 1948, Adel 
earned his MD at AUB in 1957 and a MS 
in anatomy from the University of Iowa in 
1965. During his long and distinguished 
career, he spent 19 years at AUB, where 
he founded the Department of Human 
Morphology and served as associate 
dean of the Faculty of Medicine. In 1984, 
he joined the Faculty of Medicine at the 
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics 
as professor of pediatrics, neurology, and 
anatomy. He retired in 2007. Throughout 
his life, Adel led projects to support and 
build health systems in the Arab world, 
particularly in his beloved Palestine. He 
is remembered as a passionate teacher, a 
prolific researcher, an attentive physician, 
and as someone who cared deeply about 
those around him. Adel was the recipient 
of several awards, including the UNRWA 
scholar award, the AUB Penrose Award, 
a Fulbright Scholar Award, and the AUB 

Distinguished Alumnus Award, along 
with the University of Iowa Regents 
Award for Faculty Excellence, the Carver 
College of Medicine Teaching Excellence 
Award, Teacher of the Year Award, and 
the Educator Extraordinaire Award. Adel 
published over 120 scientific journal 
articles and chapters, as well as over 15 
books, including two personal accounts of 
his extraordinary life. Later in his life, Adel 
developed a passion for painting, initially 
inspired by drawing diagrams of the brain. 
Adel married Larry Anna Patten in 1960 
in Beirut, and they remained in a loving 
and caring marriage for 56 years until her 
passing in 2016. He embraced with vigor his 
roles of husband to Larry, father to Rima 
and Walid, father-in-law to Tammy, and 
grandfather to five granddaughters (Leah, 
Loulwa, Tala, Leila, and Rania). Much of 
the joy in his life came from spending time 
with family and friends. He made everyone 
feel important, heard, and uniquely seen. 
He will be greatly missed, but his family 
finds solace in the knowledge that his 
impact will be long lasting. 

Polyvios Constantine Vintiadis (BE ’59) 
passed away on March 31, 2022. He was 
born in Port Said, Egypt, on December 10, 
1935. After earning his master’s degree in 
engineering at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, he joined Arthur D. Little, 
Cambridge. He spent 20 years with Arthur 
D. Little in Cambridge, Brussels, and 
Athens, before becoming a partner at 
Morgans, Waterfall, Vintiadis & Company, 
Inc. in New York City, where he worked 
until he retired in 2019. He served on the 

boards of a number of companies, including 
Trizec in Toronto, Ontario, and Thermo 
Electron in Waltham, Massachusetts, 
and was a trustee for the Taft School in 
Watertown, Connecticut, and Middlebury 
College in Middlebury, Vermont. He is 
especially remembered for his wit, great 
sense of humor, and contagious laugh. 
Polyvios is survived by his wife, Regina; his 
brother Megaklis; his children, Jason and 
Sara; two children-in-law, Jonathan and 
Kelly; and six grandchildren.

Hagop Kitabjian (BAR ’56) passed away on 
July 7, 2021. He was born in Aleppo, Syria, on 
November 24, 1932. Hagop’s childhood was 
one of great sadness: four of his sisters died at 
young ages; his father died when he was just 
three years old; and his mother died when 
he was 18. His life, however, was filled with 
kindness and generosity. The grandchild of 
victims of the 1915 Turkish Genocide against 
Armenians, Hagop’s main purpose in life, 
as he often said, was “to serve the Armenian 
Church and the Armenian community.” 
After graduating from AUB, Hagop earned 
a master’s in architectural engineering from 
the University of Pennsylvania. Although he 
was an enormously successful architectural 
engineer who designed many well-known 

buildings in Philadelphia, what mattered 
to him most were his contributions to the 
community he loved. Hagop was a founding 
member of the KNAR Armenian Choral 
Group, the founder of the Armenian Inter-
Communal Committee of Philadelphia, the 
founder of the Armenian Sisters Academy, 
a charter member of the Ararat Song and 
Dance Ensemble, and the list goes on and 
on. Throughout his life, he regaled his family 
with stories about his days at AUB. Hagop 
cherished his wife, Pam, who passed away 
in 2006, and his children (Sona, David, and 
Paul) and six grandchildren (Ellie, Autumn, 
Matthew, Jesse, William, and Elijah). He will 
be deeply missed.

Hagop Kitabjian  
(BAR ’56) 
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Hani Aboul Jabine (BE ’65) passed away 
on August 30, 2021. He leaves an enduring 
legacy at his alma mater, which he 
supported generously as a donor and as a 
member of the President’s Club. In addition 
to his professional accomplishments as 
an engineer, Hani was passionate about 
the capacity of education to effect positive 
change. He held a strong and heartfelt 
belief in investing in the young, supporting 

various philanthropic endeavors, including 
the Ahliah School, the Unite Lebanon 
Youth Project, Brummana High School, 
and AUB’s scholarship program. Hani 
was also chairman of the governing body 
of Brummana High School, which he 
graduated from in 1961. He is deeply missed 
by his wife, Ibtisam, daughters Reem and 
Dana, and his many colleagues and friends.

Theodore B. (Taysen) Van Itallie 
Jr. (former student) passed away in 
Princeton, New Jersey, on September 11, 
2021. He attended AUB from 1968 to 1969, 
when his father, the late Dr. Theodore 
Van Itallie, was a visiting professor of 
international medicine at AUB. (Dr. Van 
Itallie was also an AUB trustee and trustee 
emeritus for many years.) A graduate of 
Harvard (BA ’73) and Columbia (JD ’77), 
Taysen had a distinguished legal career in 
private practice, as corporate counsel, in 

government service, and as an arbitrator. 
He was a cofounder and chair of the Chief 
Litigation Counsel Association, cofounder 
and president of the New Jersey Lawsuit 
Reform Alliance, and a board member of 
the Fund for Modern Courts, among other 
organizations. A graceful skier, dedicated 
golfer, and avid cyclist, he was especially 
at home on the water. He is survived by 
a large and loving family including his 
wife, Jane, and his children, Elizabeth 
and Michael. 

Alumni

Hani Aboul Jabine  
(BE ’65)

Theodore B. (Taysen) 
Van Itallie Jr.  

(former student) 

Mazen Halim Habiby was born in Haifa, 
Palestine, in 1942. He passed away in Los 
Angeles, California, on May 15, 2021. His 
family moved from Haifa to Beirut in 1955 
after spending a few years in Damascus, 
Syria. He attended IC, then graduated from 
AUB with a degree in architecture in 1969. 
Soon after graduating, Mazen started his 
own office of architectural design and 
construction in Beirut. His office’s work 
included residential, educational, and 
government projects in Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, and Lebanon.   
In December 1970, he and Liliane Bezjian 
married. They celebrated their 50th 
anniversary shortly before his passing. 

Mazen and Liliane moved to Los Angeles 
in 1984, where his field of work gradually 
shifted to real estate management and 
development. He enjoyed many years at 
their home in Malibu watching the family 
grow. He took great pride in their children’s 
achievements in their respective academic 
and professional careers. Mazen always 
kept very fond memories of his years and 
friends at IC and AUB. He will be missed by 
his wife, Liliane; his children; Halim and 
Rasha; his four grandchildren; his sisters, 
Amal Vitale, Najwa Faraj, and Randa 
Karim; his brother, Wael Habibi; and their 
families, as well as by his extended family 
and friends at large.

Mazen Halim Habiby  
(BAR ‘69)

Linda Pierce   
(former student 

1959–60) 

Linda Pierce (former student 1959–60) 
was born in 1939 in Houston, Texas. She 
passed away on November 27, 2021. Linda 
loved her junior year abroad at AUB. She 
met her husband, Jim, in Beirut and made 
many lifelong friends. She and her husband 
returned years later to Beirut and served 
as missionaries in the country they loved. 

Linda loved spending time with family and 
friends and had a laugh and a smile that 
could light up a room. She is survived by 
her son, Christopher (Leeza), her daughter, 
Lisa (Thomas), and her four wonderful 
grandchildren, Grace, Eleanor, Anya, 
and Sasha.

Diala Faysal Arslan (BA ’93) was born in 
Choueifat, Lebanon, on April 6, 1971. She 
passed away on December 8, 2021, from a 
severe cerebral hemorrhage. Diala loved 
books and strongly believed that “a book 
is the best companion”—even in today’s 
world of iPads and digital readers. She 
wrote seven books in Arabic for children, 

including The Kingdom of Bees and The 
Daily Life of an Ant, to entice them to 
read Arabic and develop what she hoped 
would be a lifelong passion for the Arabic 
language. Diala also wrote many wonderful 
short stories, some of which she published 
on her Ossasblog. She is deeply missed by 
her family and friends. Diala Faysal Arslan  

(BA ’93) 

Etel Adnan passed away on November 
14, 2021, at the age of 96. A celebrated 
Lebanese American poet, essayist, and 
visual artist, she was awarded AUB’s 
University Medal in 2017 in recognition 
of her extraordinary achievements as a 
writer and visual artist. Etel was born 
in Beirut in 1925 and grew up, as she 
recalled, “in the vicinity of AUB.” Her 
many artistic and literary contributions 
will enrich and enlighten our lives for 
generations to come. She is the author 
of Sitt Marie Rose (1978), The Arab 

Apocalypse (1980), Of Cities and Women 
(Letters to Fawwaz) (1993), In the Heart of 
Another Country (2005), and Shifting the 
Silence (2020). Her art has been exhibited 
at galleries around the world, including 
the San Francisco Museum of Modern 
Art; Zentrum Paul Klee, Bern; Institute de 
Monde Arabe, Paris; and the Serpentine 
Galleries in London. She and her longtime 
partner, Simone Fattal, established the 
Simone Fattal and Etel Adnan Endowed 
Scholarship at AUB, which supports 
archaeology students. 

Etel Adnan 

Friends

Ghada Hijjawi Qaddumi (BA ’69, BA ’71, 
MA ’75), PhD, passed away on April 1, 
2021. In addition to her academic degrees 
from AUB (in economics in 1969 and 
Arabic literature in 1971 and 1975), she also 
earned a BA in fine arts in 1976 from LAU 
and a PhD in the history of Islamic art and 
architecture from Harvard University in 
1990. During her extraordinary life of great 
accomplishment, Dr. Ghada was curator 
of the Islamic Art Museum and deputy 
director for culture at the Department of 
Antiquities and Museums, National Council 
for Culture, Arts and Letters, both in 
Kuwait. She will be especially remembered 
for her dedication and commitment to 
the World Crafts Council (WCC) and to 
handicraft artisans around the world.  

In January 2021, at the age of 88, she was 
elected president of WCC International. 
Her son, Saad, has recently followed in her 
footsteps in becoming the new president. 
Although she traveled the world, Dr. 
Ghada remained strongly connected to her 
alma mater. “AUB reminded my mother 
of her youth, it being the cultural and 
educational center of a vibrant city, the 
platform for the exchange of ideas and 
creation of thought,” remembers her son, 
alumnus Dr. Nabil Qaddumi. A devoted 
wife, mother, and grandmother, Dr. Ghada 
is survived by her sons, Dr. Nabil Hani and 
Saad Hani Qaddumi; four grandchildren, 
Tareq, Sama, Yasmine, and Laila; and four 
great- grandchildren. 

Ghada Hijjawi Qaddumi   
(BA ’69, BA ’71, MA ’75)

Shedding light on mood disorders
An internationally recognized expert on 
bipolar disorder, psychiatrist Hagop Souren 
Akiskal (1944–2021) helped to spark a global 
renaissance of the temperament field. His work, 
once seen as controversial and now understood 
as visionary, focused on subthreshold mood 
disorders. He introduced the concept of bipolar 
spectrum disorders, identified a close correlation 
between some personality disorders and 
cyclothymia, and established some chronic 
depressions as treatable mood disorders. An 
inspirational mentor to young investigators, he 
stressed the importance of a broad perspective 
that included biology, genetics, neurophysiology, 
and long-term outcome studies. 

Akiskal was born in Beirut to Armenian parents 
and earned his medical degree at AUB in 1969. 
He moved to the United States for his psychiatric 
training and was appointed professor of 
psychiatry and pharmacology at the University 
of Tennessee (1972–90) and was subsequently 
recruited as the senior science adviser to the 
director of the National Institute of Mental 
Health (1990–94). His final move was to the 
University of California San Diego, where he 
served as professor of psychiatry and director of 
the International Mood Center. A devotee of Emil 
Kraepelin, Akiskal was known as an exacting 
researcher and an astute clinical observer. Fluent 
in five languages, he held consultant or editorial 
posts and distinguished lectureships worldwide. 

Akiskal received the Gold 
Medal for Pioneer Research, 
the NARSAD Prize for 
Affective Disorders, 
the Jean Delay Prize for 
international collaborative 
research, APA’s George 
Tarjan Award, the French 
Jules Baillarger Prize, and 
the Italian Aretaeus Prize 
for his research on the bipolar spectrum.

Alumni

In Memoriam 4746



Friends

Angela Masri was born Angela Kegler 
in the small town of Lubbock, Texas, as 
an only child in 1934. She never dreamed 
that by the age of 19 she would be married 
to a Palestinian and living in the Middle 
East and would become a mother to six 
children and a grandmother to 18. Angela 
met Trustee Emeritus Munib Masri at the 
University of Texas when they were pursuing 
their degrees in geology. It was not long 
before they boarded a Swedish freighter in 
New York together heading to Beirut with 
their new born son, a 1956 blue Chevrolet, 
and two suitcases. They eventually made 
it to Nablus, Palestine. Angela learned 
Arabic quickly and immersed herself in 
Palestine’s culture and way of life. She 
became a passionate and active advocate 
for the Palestinian struggle for freedom and 
justice. Angela co-founded with Trustee 
Masri the Jordan office for Geological and 
Engineering Services which later evolved 
into Edgo, a leading Middle East oil, gas, 
and water service provider. She raised six 
children, Rabih, Mai, Mazen, Dina, Omar, 
and Leith, and settled for 18 years in Beirut, 

which she loved. Angela taught her children 
to be modest and hardworking as she had 
been, have an understanding and respect 
for people of all backgrounds, and a deep 
affinity for nature. Angela was a keen 
advocate of renewable energy and protection 
of the environment. She witnessed Israel’s 
aggression on Lebanon and all the while she 
remained a solid anchor for her family even 
as the wars separated and scattered them 
to different parts of the world. Philanthropy 
and giving back were part of her life from the 
beginning as she was an active volunteer at 
the AUB hospital and Bargain Box. She was 
a co-founder of the Munib & Angela Masri 
Foundation which has helped many around 
the world, mainly in Palestine, Lebanon, 
and Jordan. AUB is one of the major 
recipients of the foundation’s generosity. 
Angela and her family inaugurated the 
Munib and Angela Masri Institute of Energy 
and Natural Resources at AUB in a ceremony 
on September 5, 2018. She will always be 
remembered as a much valued and loved 
member of the AUB family.

Jacqueline Ingram Morris passed away 
on November 26, 2021, at the age of 89. She 
was a long-time supporter of AUB, where 
her husband, Dr. Thomas Q. Morris, has 
served for almost 40 years as AUB trustee 
(1985–2009), vice chair and chair of the board 
(2005–09), and chairman emeritus (since 
2009). Jacqueline was a talented artist who 

worked as a freelance fashion illustrator for 
a time. She shared her love of art and her 
artistic talent with many organizations over 
the years, especially schools. Jacqueline 
will be deeply missed by her loving family 
including her husband; three children, 
Thomas, Amy, and MaryAnne; and two 
grandchildren, Grace and Thomas.

Trustee Emeritus Alfred C. DeCrane, Jr. 
passed away on September 22, 2021, at the 
age of 90. He was a lawyer, philanthropist, 
and a long-time member of AUB’s Board 
of Trustees, which he joined in 1973, 
shortly before the outbreak of Lebanon’s 
Civil War. “His invaluable budgetary, 
fiscal, and managerial advice, and his 
insistence that AUB computerize its 
operations significantly contributed to 
the university’s survival and growth,” 
remembers AUB President Fadlo R. 
Khuri. Mr. DeCrane knew the Middle East 
well as a lawyer with Texaco, which he 
joined in 1959, through years negotiating 
with OPEC, as a member of the board 
of Aramco, and as chairman and CEO 
of Texaco. A generous philanthropist, 

he and his wife Joan established the 
DeCrane Foundation Chair in International 
Economics at Notre Dame (from where 
he graduated magna cum laude) and 
scholarship funds at the University of 
Notre Dame; St. Mary’s College in South 
Bend, Indiana; and at the Georgetown 
University Law Center.  
He  and Joan especially enjoyed traveling, 
spending time with their children and 
grandchildren, and participating in golf, 
sailing, cycling, and paddleball. He will 
be deeply missed by his wife; a brother, 
Vincent, and sister, Clare; five children, 
David (Linda), Lisa (Alvaro), Stephanie 
(Paul), Sarah (Dan), and Jennifer (Jon); 16 
grandchildren, one great-grandchild –  
and by AUB.

Angela Masri 

Jacqueline Ingram 
Morris 

Trustee Emeritus Alfred 
C. DeCrane, Jr. 
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Ahmad Moussalli, PhD, passed away 
on October 19, 2021. He was a member 
of the AUB faculty for over 30 years. A 
distinguished scholar, Dr. Ahmad earned 
his undergraduate degree from Al-Azhar 
University in 1980; his master’s degree 
from Saint John’s College in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, in 1981; and his PhD from 
the University of Maryland in 1985. He 
authored numerous books and articles 

about Islamic political thought and 
ideologies of contemporary Islamic 
movements and political Islam, Western 
political theory and philosophy, East/
West relations, cultural theories, and 
international relations. He is survived 
by his wife, Suheir, his son, Mohamad, 
and his daughter, Mariya. His family is 
establishing a scholarship at AUB in Dr. 
Ahmad’s name to support PSPA students. 

Suad Malak Rubeiz was born in Jaffa, 
Palestine, in 1930. She passed away on 
March 19, 2022. A long-time staff member 
at AUB, Mrs. Rubeiz began working at the 
age of 19 as a teacher at AUB’s elementary 
school, which later became International 
College (IC). In 1961, she became a secretary 
in the General Education Program before 
moving to the Dean’s Office, where she 
became Dean Prothro’s administrative 
assistant. She worked for many years at the 
Center for Behavioral Studies with Professor 
Prothro when he was appointed director 

and later with Professor Samir Khalaf. She 
retired in 1996 leaving an indelible legacy 
of unflinching loyalty, discretion, and 
geniality. Mrs. Rubeiz was a member of 
the Peter Hanna Malak Scholarship Fund 
committee that supports Palestinian and 
Lebanese students at FAS. She was devoted 
to her husband, Hannibal Rubeiz, who died 
in 1994 and was the oldest and last survivor 
of her four siblings whose families will 
always be indebted to her for her love and 
care toward them all. She will be deeply 
missed by her many nieces and nephews 
and her many colleagues at AUB.

Abdallah Wahbe Tamari passed away on 
January 27, 2022, in his 100th year. He was 
born and raised in Jaffa, Palestine, where 
he and his family lived until they were 
forced to flee in 1948. He was the founder 
of Sucafina SA, a leading multinational 
coffee merchant. Abdallah Wahbe Tamari 
firmly believed in the power of education 
to transform lives. This has become the 
vision of the Tamari Foundation, a Geneva-

based charitable foundation established in 
2012. Abdallah Wahbe Tamari was also a 
trustee of the University of Balamand. He 
was a good friend and long-time supporter 
of AUB, where he established the Abdallah 
and Samia Tamari Endowed Scholarship 
in 2019. He is survived by his wife, Samia, 
his sons, Wahbe and Nicolas, his daughter, 
Della, and his brother, Dr. Joseph Tamari.

Ahmad Moussalli

Suad Malak Rubeiz 

Abdallah Wahbe 
Tamari 

Friends

A rare find
The noted Near East archaeologist Martha Sharp 
Joukowsky (1936–2022) led an extraordinary life 
of scholarship, teaching, and philanthropy. The 
daughter of parents who led significant rescue and 
relief missions across Europe during World War 
II, Joukowsky was well suited for a purposeful 
life. A force of nature in her zeal to uncover and 
preserve artifacts that unlock the mysteries of 
ancient cultures, Joukowsky led large-scale 
excavations and conducted field work in Turkey, 
Lebanon, Italy, Greece, and, most notably, Jordan. 
It was there that she discovered and excavated the 
Great Temple at Petra under the auspices of Brown 
University. During her long career at Brown, Martha 
Joukowsky met and married fellow student Artemis 
Joukowsky, joined the faculty as an archaeology 
professor, retired as an emerita professor, and 

with Artemis founded the eponymous Joukowsky 
Institute of Archaeology and the Ancient World. 

Joukowsky’s joy of discovery was matched only 
by her passion for mentoring future generations of 
archaeologists, enriching the lives of students at 
Brown and AUB, and setting them on unexpected 
career paths. After earning her master’s degree 
in archaeology from AUB in 1972, Joukowsky 
remained involved with the university and its 
archaeological museum. In a 1989 letter to US 
senator Claiborne Pell, she eloquently lobbied for 
financial aid, writing, “The best long-term hope for 
dispelling the mistrust and hatreds which convulse 
the region is a commitment to the tolerance and 
humaneness which the university [AUB] represents. 
The excellent scholarship for which the university 

has so long been famous is also vital to preserving 
and enhancing understanding of the rich cultural 
diversity of the Middle East.” 

Joukowsky was appointed as an AUB trustee in 
1987 and as trustee emerita in 2010. In 2004, she 
and Artemis—who predeceased her by slightly 
more than a year—gave a substantial gift to AUB’s 
Campaign for Excellence, enabling the university to 
transform its museum into a world-class institution. 
The third oldest archaeological museum in the 
region, the AUB Archaeological Museum houses 
incomparable collections of Cypriot and Phoenician 
art and artifacts, among other treasures.  

AUB will forever honor the life and legacy of 
Martha Sharp Joukowsky, a rare find.

Visit the AUB Archaeological Museum: www.aub.edu.lb/museum_archeo/Pages/default.aspx
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7th Mahmoud  
Kahil Awards
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The Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arab Comics Initiative has had a busy year, 
co-organizing in October 2021 the Beirut Comics Art Festival, and launching 
the extensive exhibition “The New Generation: Arab Comics Today” at Dar el 
Nimer, as well as exhibiting the 6th Mahmoud Kahil Awards 2020. In March, 
they held the (back in person) 7th Mahmoud Kahil Awards, honoring comics 
artists, cartoonists, and illustrators from across the Arab world.  
And the winners are…

This year’s honorary awards were given to the collective SkefKef (Morocco) 
for the Comics Guardian award, and Ali Mandlawi (Iraq) for the Lifetime 
Achievement award.

Editorial cartoon:  
Rafat Al Kateib (Jordan)

Graphic illustration:  
Karen Kayrouz (Lebanon)

Comics: second time winner 
Mohammad Salah (Egypt)

Children’s book illustration:  
Baraa Ahmed Al-Awoor (Gaza) for “A Chase”

Graphic novel: Barrak Rima  
(Lebanon, living in Brussels) for “In the Taxi”


