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Rationale Findings

= The Litani River suffers from extreme multifactorial pollution that is challenging Magnitude of the Litani River Pollution

Its ecological wellbeing and adversely impacting the health of the public as well
as the healthcare system in Lebanon.

= Deteriorated water quality has a negative implication on the health of the public.

* Increased incidence of waterborne diseases and cancer rates has been recently

recorded In areas within the Litani River Basin.
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= Hence, the Litani River pollution is exerting a preventable burden on the

healthcare system in terms of the healthcare costs associated with the attributed

diseases. Contributing Factors to the Litani River Pollution
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Challenges:
The COVID-19 pandemic and its
associated lockdown measures might
have made it more difficult to reach

out some key informants = Municipal wastewater and agricultural runoffs are the two main pollution burdens on the water

quality of the Litani River.

= |Industrial effluents dispensed into the river contain large quantities of toxic and hazardous chemicals
that have detrimental health impacts on people of the various age groups.

= Therefore, addressing wastewater, industrial and agricultural pollution sources of the Litani river
constitute the prioritized targets of evidence-based policy elements of direct interventions for

50% response rate among the comprehensive and effective abatement of the Litani River pollution.
recruited key informants

Conclusion and Implications
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As a critical public health concern and a substantial contributor to the avoidable
socioeconomic burden on the national healthcare system in Lebanon, abating the Litani
River pollution is a national public health priority that holds the premise of improved
water quality, decreased community exposure to water related health risks, reduced
water pollution related diseases and hence alleviation of the attributed socioeconomic

tonnage on the national healthcare system; which is the end goal of this policy brief.



